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In this issue:
 
-Texas Audubon Chapter Assembly Nov. 3&4
-Greetings from our new President
-Brackenridge Rookery Position Statement
-Audubon Annual Dinner, Wine in the Wetlands,
Field Trips, Hikes, Evening Programs, Butterfly
Counts & More!

 

 

Conservation Advocacy: Texas Audubon
Chapter Bi-Annual Assembly
N o v e m b e r  3  &  4 ,  B a s t r o p ,  T e x a s
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Website:  tx.audubon.org  

Bexar Audubon members, please consider joining
Audubon members from across the state for our
bi-annual meet-up of the Audubon Chapters of
Texas in early November in the Bastrop area. Sponsored by Audubon Texas, this two-day
event will be held in several locations. 
On Saturday, November 3, Austin-based Travis Audubon will host a Saturday morning
field trip. That afternoon, Bastrop Audubon will host a late-afternoon field trip at Bastrop
State Park. Our keynote dinner at the Bastrop Sound Sanctuary will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
On Sunday morning, attendees will convene at McKinney Roughs, a Lower Colorado River
Authority property with wonderful birding in the pines, near Bastrop in Cedar Creek,
Texas. Suzanne Langley, the new executive director of Audubon Texas, will open Sunday
with a State-of-Audubon-in-Texas address, followed by a session focused on Advocacy
Training. (By the end of the day we hope to be able to “speak for the birds” in a much more
meaningful way.) 
 
Suggested hotels are the Hyatt Lost Pine Resort and the Hampton Inn in Bastrop. There
are numerous camping facilities in and around McKinney Roughs and it also offers
dormitory style housing. Check online and make your reservations accordingly. Don’t
forget to register for the assembly @ https://audubontexas.ticketleap.com/audubon-texas-
chapter-assembly-2018/
 
Hope to see you there!

 

President's Note
A n n e  P a r r i s h

I’m Anne Parrish and I am the new president of the Bexar Audubon Society. I began my
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two-year term in office last March. Our board is building and using this year to re-
organize, re-focus and become more effective in San Antonio. Audubon has a lot to say and
do and I am glad you are with us. Contact me at bexaraudubon@audubon.org if you would
like to contribute to our success by attending activities, volunteering or by donation.
 
I’ve been volunteering in the Audubon world through the years, first helping to build the
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, and for seven years on the BAS board. I currently sit on the
Mitchell Lake Audubon and Audubon Texas boards, and I’m working to strengthen
connections between the National, State and local Audubons. As you know, Bexar
Audubon is National’s chapter in San Antonio. Our members come from San Antonio and
its surrounding communities who have joined us directly or through National Audubon
and Mitchell Lake Audubon Center. (Although our sister organization, San Antonio
Audubon, is not affiliated with National Audubon, we partner with them on many
programs. SAAS has a rich history as a birding club and the two clubs share many
members.) 
 
Our shared love of birds binds us together at Audubon. Who among us doesn’t enjoy seeing
those fabulous birds at our feeders and in our trees? But increasingly, those beautiful wild
animals are being pushed into the shadows of our urban development. The plants and
animals that make up the web of life on our beautiful Earth are in retreat. This web makes
our life possible and more enjoyable. The sad fact is that wildlife—whether bird, mammal,
reptile, or insect—is dwindling around the globe. It will impact us all.
 
There are some in our community worried BY wild things. I have heard developers, city
managers and politicians say, “Well those birds will just have to move.” But, where do wild
things “go”? To accommodate urban development, animals are too often forced to relocate.
Sadly, they often become a “nuisance” in their new location too. Please read my article on
the Brackenridge Rookery for a current issue.
 
For our members, watching animal parents raise their young inspires awe. What a
wonderful affirmation of life! With your help, Bexar Audubon Society will continue to work
to speak FOR the birds so that they will have a safe place to raise their young—in a place
appropriate for both bird and human. We celebrate the wild things especially the birds and
we work to protect their rights and to bring our worlds into alignment and understanding.
Natural beauty leads us to learn more, to understand how these animals live and to
shoulder our responsibility to advocate for the wild world. 
 
Our chapter meets monthly with speakers from a vast array of backgrounds in nature.
Explore this world with us—and have a lot of fun too, enjoying field trips to get out and see
the natural beauty of Texas and if so inclined volunteering with us around town or on our
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board. Consider joining the Audubon Chapter Summit November 3-4 in Bastrop to meet
others with the same passion and receive training in Advocacy the Audubon way. Hope to
meet you soon.
Thank you. 

BAS Position
Statement:
Brackenridge Park
Rookery
A n n e  P a r r i s h  &  P a t s y  I n g l e t

A rookery is a colony of birds that raise their young together for protection and social
interaction. Frequently, these rookeries are filled with colonial water birds, and several
species of birds can use the same rookery at the same time or sequentially by season. 
 
For a number of years, colonial water birds have nested in the San Antonio Zoo, mostly
around Big Lake in the center of the zoo, and in trees lining the San Antonio River adjacent
to the zoo in Brackenridge Park. Although the birds provided an educational opportunity,
the droppings from the rookery were a major maintenance concern for zoo staff and a
nuisance to zoo visitors who were less than pleased when decorated by bird droppings
falling from above. Accordingly, the zoo undertook habitat modification (mainly trimming
of the trees around Big Lake) to discourage the birds from nesting over pedestrian areas
where zoo visitors could come in contact with the droppings. 
 
Several years ago, some of the colonial nesters established nests in the trees in the new
Tiny Tot Nature Spot section of the zoo. The damage from the bird droppings that year was
so extensive that the whole area had to be closed and extensively renovated. To discourage
the birds from returning to nest in the same area, trees were trimmed and even removed,
and before the nesting season began the next year, the zoo began properly and legally using
an avian control chemical called “Bird Buffer” made from grapeseed extract that irritates
the nasal passages of some bird species and dissuades them from remaining in the area
being sprayed. The zoo started spraying early in January before the nesting season so that
returning parents looking for a place to nest would be deterred from re-building due to the
irritating spray. This worked, and the birds did not return to Tiny Tot Nature Spot to nest.
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But the instinct to nest for these birds is very strong, and many birds from the colony
relocated to Brackenridge Park outside of the zoo in a group of trees overhanging the San
Antonio river, where they built nests and raised their young in 2017 and 2018. Parks and
Recreation did not like the subsequent mess from the rookery and wanted the birds to
move again to a less heavily trafficked area of the park, and in 2018 they decided to use
“Bird Buffer” (the same product that the zoo had used). However, unlike the zoo, the city’s
timing was off for this first year, and the colony built 100+ nests and laid eggs. But the City
continued to spray the area after the birds had established their nests and laid their eggs.
Indeed, the City continued spraying even while the parents incubated their eggs and raised
their young. The parent birds had no choice but to remain as chicks cannot fly. Volunteers
monitoring the rookery took their complaints to the City and to organizations concerned
with the welfare of birds, including Bexar Audubon Society and Sierra Club.
 
Although spraying of eggs and chicks on the nest is a possible violation of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Code Title 5, Subtitle B, Chapter 64 Birds, subchapter A., spraying continued
this summer until the nesting season was finished and the birds moved out of the rookery,
as they do every year. If the City is planning to resume spraying next year, we urge them to
do so early enough to discourage nest building. The spraying should stop if the birds build
nests and lay eggs in spite of the spray. Continuing to spray with eggs and chicks in the
nest is not only harassment of these birds, it is ineffectual. Once the parent birds are on
eggs and chicks, they will put up with the spray, as they have this year.
 
Bexar Audubon Society feels that there are alternatives to bird harassment if these colonial
nesting birds continue to nest along the river in the park. We do not oppose the use of
“Bird Buffer” spray as long as it is discontinued in the presence of eggs and chicks. Other
helpful steps that can be taken by Parks and Rec to offset the rookery’s impacts include:
modifying the habitat (tree trimming) to discourage nest building; weekly mulching to
compost the natural mess under the rookery; installing hay bollards to lessen run-off into
the river; placing fake vulture effigies in the trees to scare off the Black Vulture population,
which has taken up residence under the trees to feed on eggs and chicks. If the colonial
water birds continue to be pushed out of the park, they WILL nest somewhere, possibly in
nearby homeowners’ trees. Bexar Audubon believes that the rookery belongs in the park. 
 
If any of you catch your breath with wonder when you see these lovely egrets flying in our
evening skies, please join us in protecting these birds from being harassed while trying to
raise their young. We are considering forming a “Friends of the Rookery” committee. Let
us know if you are interested in helping to monitor the rookery and perhaps helping
downed birds.
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Young Birder Scholarship Available
 

Do you know a young birder residing in Texas who will be age 14-18 in July of 2019? The
Williamson Audubon Group (WAG) Board has approved an extension to apply for the 2019
scholarship to attend Victor Emanuel Nature Tours' Camp Chiricahua Youth Birding Camp
in Southeastern Arizona on July 10 - 21, 2019. WAG will provide the cost of the 12-day
program plus round-trip airfare to Tucson, estimated at $2666 (based on 2018 costs). To
apply for this scholarship, please send a message to Karen
McBride: txmotmot@gmail.comand she will forward you the necessary forms.
Applications must be submitted by October 15, 2018. The scholarship will then be awarded
at the November 2018 WAG Annual Meeting. The winner will be notified with an
invitation to attend that meeting and be introduced to the members. Any Texan may apply.

Bexar Audubon Society & San Antonio Audubon Society
Members Meeting:

Birding Thailand, with Karen McBride
Thursday, September 6 ● 7:00 PM
San Antonio Zoo Education Center

Although a native Texan, Karen lived for 20 years in
Washington State, where she and her husband, Jim, were
Backpack Chairmen for the Seattle Mountaineers. On
Jim’s retirement, they headed for Arizona. It was there in
1992 that Karen became officially obsessed with birding.
Since then, she has birded in 60 countries and islands, on
six continents, and in all 50 states. Join us for insights into
international birding travel on Karen’s three-week

adventure throughout the entire country of Thailand, from mountains to the north to
humid lowlands to the south to experience birds, butterflies, and other assorted
critters.

 
USED BOOK SALE begins at 6:00 PM—bring cash or pay by check. If you have

books to sell, please call Georgina Schwartz (210/342-2073) in advance to arrange
to get the books to her for pricing before the sale. 
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Audubon Center
Friday, September 7 ● 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM ● Magnolia Halle 10319 Huebner Road, 78240

Wine in the Wetlands is the annual fundraising event for
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, connecting people to nature and
opening new eyes to the importance of caring for and protecting
our natural heritage. Tickets start at $100. To learn more,
visit: http://mitchelllake.audubon.org/wineinthewetlands

Audubon: On the Wings of the World
Sunday, Sept. 23 ● 2:00 to 4:00 PM ● San Antonio Zoo Education Center

This beautiful volume tells the story of John James Audubon, an incredible artist and adventurer. Join us to meet illustrator
Jérémie Royer in person, find out more about this project, and have an opportunity for Mr. Royer to sign a copy of the book for
you in return for a minimum $20 donation to Mitchell Lake Audubon Center. 
This event is co-sponsored by Bexar Audubon Society, Embassy Suites at Brooks City Base Hotel, and the French Embassy in
New York and Houston, Texas.
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Bexar Audubon outing &  iNaturalist Workshop
Saturday, September 29 ● 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM ● Friedrich Wilderness Park classroom

Peter Hernandez, Master Naturalist and Prospect Forest Steward, will teach us how to document plants, bugs, birds and more
on our phones or cameras using the iNaturalist App, contributing to citizen science.  After a brief classroom intro, we will
document flora and fauna as we hike the trail. Please RSVP to Sherie Gee at slgee18@yahoo.com or 210/367-1625. We will send
info on how to download the app prior to the class. 

Audubon Annual Dinner: Birds of the Big Bend of Texas, with Greg Lasley
Thursday, October 4 ● 6:00 PM ● San Antonio Zoo Beastro

Texas nature photographer Greg Lasley will share his photos of Big Bend birds during our annual BAS/SAAS dinner at the San
Antonio Zoo Beastro. Tickets must be purchased by Friday, September 28 and cost $25 per person. Greg explores the variety of

habitats and birdlife in the park. Some bird species, such as the Colima Warbler are not found anywhere else within the U.S.,
while other species are more widespread. 

 
Guests may enter the zoo at 5:00 PMthrough the front gate and stroll through the zoo to the Beastro for drinks at the Cash

Bar(you may use cash or credit cards at the Cash Bar) and dinner, which will begin at 6:00 PM. Greg will speak after dinner.
Tickets for the dinner are $25 per personand include Zoo admission, a delicious dinner and the talk. You may purchase

tickets at the Audubon Society meeting in September, OR you may send a check made out to SAAS for the
number of tickets you want to purchase to: San Antonio Audubon Society, Annual Dinner, 5150 Broadway, #257, San

Antonio, TX 78209-5710
 

PLEASE INDICATE WHICH ENTRÉE OPTION YOU PREFER WHEN YOU PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AND GIVE YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS.

 
Choose One: Grilled Lemon-Rosemary Chicken Breast OR Grilled Stuffed Portobello Mushroom Steak* Both entrée choices will
be served with: Spring Green Salad with Cranberry*/Pecan*/Feta Cheese to add as desired, Vegetable Medley*, Rolls, Iced Tea

and Water. Dessert: Bread Pudding or Fresh Fruit Salad* (*Vegan Friendly)
 

An email with further instructions will be sent Oct. 1 to those who have purchased tickets. Contact Patsy Inglet
(saasforbirds@gmail.com) if you have questions.
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Butterfly Counts for the North American Butterfly
Association (NABA)

co-sponsored by the Bexar Audubon Society

Monday, Oct. 22 and Thursday, Oct. 25.● Various locations

On the 22nd, we'll survey some of the northwest parks including Friedrich Wilderness and Crownridge Canyon Natural Area.  
We'll meet at Phil Hardberger Park.  On Oct 25, we'll cover the San Antonio Botanical Garden and Mitchell Lake Audubon

Center.   No experience necessary!  You may sign up for one or both counts.   Email agarita@me.com or call 210-837-0577 to
RSVP.

City of San Antonio Natural Areas 2nd Saturday Programs: Wildscape Workshop
by Judit Green, Texas Parks & Wildlife Urban Biologist

Saturday, November 10 ● 9:00 – 11:00 AM ● Friedrich Wilderness Park classroom
Discover the joys of landscaping for butterflies, hummingbirds and songbirds (as well as frogs and small mammals). Enjoy
classroom instruction followed by a walk through the new garden at the park. $6 per person. RSVP required.
Visit fosana.orgunder events to register or call 210-207-3782. (Co-sponsored by Bexar Audubon Society)
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http://mitchelllake.audubon.org/programs/birding-tours

JOIN US!
Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You do not have to be a member and we will never share your
information.  Sign up for email notifications.  

Membership
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To join for the first time, please fill out the attached form and send it with  your check to:  Bexar Audubon Society, P.O. Box
6084, San Antonio, TX  78209-6084.  Membership Form Click Here!

New Members:   Bexar Audubon welcomes new members to join Audubon through the chapter. This brings 100 percent of the
first year’s dues directly back to support local work. The same applies to gift memberships placed through the chapter. Your
additional tax deductible donation is greatly appreciated. Bexar Audubon receives only a few thousand dollars each year from
National Audubon Society as dues share. The rest we must raise ourselves. Your help is needed, and your donations will be put
to good use right here in South Central Texas to provide environmental news and education to the community, including the
Website, programs, San Antonio Natural Areas Second Saturday programs, and other activities. Individual memberships are
$20; any additional donations are appreciated by the Bexar Audubon Society and will be used locally.

Renewals should be registered through the National Audubon Society, click the Renew tab at the top of the page.  Additional
amounts, over the basic renewal should be sent directly to the Bexar Audubon Society. We appreciate your support and will use
the money locally.
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