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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Patsy Inglet, President

Hello Bexar Audubon Bird Lovers!
We humans have always admired and
even envied the birds—the freedom of
their ight, the beauty of their
plumage and songs. Birds can connect
us with nature and draw us out of the
here and now and the me and mine
into a world in which every living thing
plays its part. Birds can bring us joy and peace in uncertain times. We hope
that you are letting birds into your life these days and reaping the bene t of
their adaptability and perseverance in the face of challenges.
This month’s newsletter is a bit different from
previous ones: it covers only the single month
of May instead of both May and June. This is
to allow events to unfold and reveal what is
possible in the near future. We hope you will
take advantage of the remote opportunities
that are now available with modern
technology. Check out the revised BAS website—it’s attractive, informative,
and chock full of resources to enjoy while our physical wings are clipped.
And to those on our email list who are not yet members of Bexar Audubon
Society, our website includes a special offer good through June 30: Join
Bexar Audubon for a special price of $5 instead of the regular $20. Just go
to our Join & Support page and sign up through PayPal. We need and
appreciate your support, and you will bene t from being part of a group that
shares your appreciation of and works to conserve the birds that give us so
much.
Join Bexar Audubon Society members as we learn new skills, take more
photographs, enter more sightings, recognize more birdsongs, write more
letters, and appreciate birds even more. We can take ight without leaving
our neighborhoods and emerge from the current situation smarter,
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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stronger,
more exible, and more determined and able to help the birds we Translate
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love.
And lastly, we have posts and events on our new BAS Facebook site and will
soon have content on Instagram. Click on the icons below to check them
out!

Online Birding Resources to Entertain
and Educate
Have kids at home who want to learn more about birds as part of their
home schooling? Make a bird feeder with San Antonio Zoo School or listen
to a story about birds read by Mitchell Lake Audubon Society Educator
Angel Poe on Facebook; build a bird blind with a member of the San
Antonio Young Birders Club and her dad. Find more ideas like these on the
Bexar Audubon website.
Want to be a better birder through ear birding? National Audubon Society
offers a free 8-part Birding by Ear series with instructors like Kenn
Kaufman, Nathan Pieplow, and other master ear birders.
Inspired to get more involved in advocating for bird conservation but don’t
know how to start? Sign up for a National Audubon Society webinar and
Find Your Flock.
Can’t get out as much as you would like during migration? Visit Cornell Lab
of Ornithology’s BirdCast website, where you can
nd live migration maps and real-time predictions of
bird migrations: when they migrate, where they
migrate, and how far they will be ying. Learn about
which species are on the move when.
Need to sort all your bird photos or enter your old checklists into eBird?
Now is a great time! Send the BAS Webmaster your favorite bird photo
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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taken during March-May; it may be featured on the website. Take eBird Translate
Essentials so you can get the most out of this revolutionary app. If you have
historic bird checklists to enter into eBird, you can email Travis Audubon

Past Issues

member Allan Seils, who is offering to enter checklists for Bexar Audubon
members.
Want to DO SOMETHING about one of the major threats to birds? Select a
Climate Watch survey area and go out alone between May 15 and June 15
to be part of the solution for birds. Contact Angel Poe at Mitchell Lake
Audubon Center for more information (mlac@audubon.org).
Yearn to travel the world of birds without a passport?
Then the new Birds of the World website is your ticket to all 10,721
species. Cornell Lab is offering a 10% Introductory Discount through June
30.
Whether you’re an established birder or new to the appreciation of birds,
the Zoom webinar "Enjoying and Helping Birds at Home" with American
Bird Conservancy, Cornell Lab, and American Birding Association on April
23 from 5:00 to 5:45 PM is sure to provide some new ideas and a welcome
opportunity to connect to others with shared interests. Register here.

Bexar Audubon Society Webinars
New! Online Presentations from Bexar Audubon
and Texas Nature Trackers
Identifying Warblers from Treetop to Forest Floor
Monday, April 20, 10:30 AM to 11:45 AM
Q & A via chat from 11:30 AM to 11:45 AM
Sign-in Begins at 10:15 AM
Join Texas Nature Trackers Biologist Craig
Hensley for a presentation on the basics of
warbler identi cation. With spring migration
in full gear, now is the time to sharpen your ID
skills with these colorful songbirds. You’ll
learn useful tips on separating various species
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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on eld marks, behavior and habitat. Approved for Master Naturalist Translate
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Advanced Training.
Click here to join.
Meeting number (access code): 962 117 775
Meeting password: 7xPVr85nyvZ
To join by phone:
408-418-9388

Morning Chorus (Virtual-style)
Monday, April 27, 7:15 AM to 8:30 AM
Q & A via chat from 8:15 AM to 8:30 AM
Sign-in Begins at 7:00 AM
The morning chorus is in full throat and you are invited to learn which
backyard birds are singing their territory songs with
Texas Nature Trackers Biologist Craig Hensley. Join
Craig from his backyard as he identi es the songs of
the neighborhood songsters so you’ll know who’s out
and about in your area. Approved for Master
Naturalist Advanced Training.
Click here to join.
Meeting number (access code): 964 040 121
Meeting password: AMpihqr8F87
To join by phone:
408-418-9388

Butter ies and Native Plants: Making Connections
Wednesday, May 27, 10:30 AM to 11:45 AM
Q & A via chat from 11:30 AM to 11:45 AM
Sign-in begins at 10:15 AM
Join Texas Nature Trackers Biologist Craig
Hensley for a presentation focusing on using
native plants to attract our scale-winged
wonders. You’ll learn basic butter y
identi cation as well as to which plants they
are attracted.
We’ll use the last 15 minutes to visit Craig’s
yard to see what is out and about. Approved for Master Naturalist
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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Click here to join.
Meeting number (access code): 967 149 396
Meeting password: mQqKpib3J27
To join by phone:
408-418-9388

BAS April Monthly Meeting
Online Presentation

Climate Change & Invertebrates
Laurie Brown, Director of Programs, Cibolo Nature Center
Wednesday, April 22, 6:30 PM
This Bexar Audubon Society online program, originally scheduled to be held
at Eco Centro as our April meeting, highlights the importance of
invertebrates and how climate change and human impact has affected and
will affect them. Laurie will also examine the
implications for entire ecosystems, including
the amazing bird species these invertebrates
support. She will look at ways you can make a
difference for butter ies and other insects in
your own lives. A better world for bugs is a
better world for birds!
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 141 516 009; No password
needed
Phone number to call in 346/248-7799

BAS Virtual Annual Meeting
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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BexarPast
Audubon
Society members and supporters will have a special opportunity
Issues
Translate
to hear from Suzanne Langley, Vice-President of National Audubon Society and
Executive Director of Audubon Texas, on Saturday, May 30 at 2:00 PM via Zoom
video conferencing. Suzanne will speak about coordinating
conservation goals at the national, state, and local levels.
She invites BAS members in our region to be ready to
submit local conservation concerns via chat; she will
discuss how we can work both ways—National to Local
and Local to National—with the Audubon Texas of ce
helping to facilitate work in both directions.
Topic: Bexar Audubon Society Annual Meeting
Time: May 30, 2:00 PM Central Time
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 951 0150 6708
Password: 808086
To dial in by phone: 1 312 626 6799

Virtual Rain Garden Workshop

Saturday, May 2
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM (CDT)
Learn how to create rainwater gardens, berms, and swales with Ron Filan,
ARCSA certi ed rainwater practitioner. Click here to register for this online
presentation. $10 donation to EarthShare suggested.
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Global Big Day is May 9!
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Last year’s Global Big Day set a new record, with 35,157 eBirders joining
together on one day. On 9 May, we hope you’ll be a part of birding’s next world
record. And no matter what you do, have fun, enjoy the birds you nd, and share
your sightings on eBird. Because in our world, every bird counts.
Click here to learn how you can participate.

H-E-B Makes Generous Donation to
EarthShare of Texas
Great news from the website of one of Bexar Audubon's partner organizations.
EarthShare of Texas and its 40 member nonpro ts are breathing a sigh of relief
after H-E-B announced a $190,000 gift to the organization. This generous gift
will bene t many parks, waterways, and environmental education programs
across the State of Texas, allowing our communities to enjoy our beautiful state
for years to come.
Why is this gift so important during this time? Many
environmental nonpro ts’ volunteer events and
major fundraising gatherings, like Earth Day, typically occur during the spring, as
we all shed our coats and enjoy the fresh, warm weather. With the COVID-19
pandemic, many of these events have been or will be canceled. This forces many
of our members to seek new virtual avenues for community engagement and
fundraising.
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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EarthShare
of Texas’s relationship with H-E-B is not new. Since 2007, we’ve
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partnered every year in April for H-E-B’s tear pad campaign, where customers
can tear off and add check-out coupons worth $1, $3, or $5 to their total bill to
support EarthShare of Texas member organizations. In the interest of safety, for
both H-E-B Partners and the public, H-E-B has decided to forgo the yearly tearpad campaign and kindly cut a check for EarthShare of Texas directly.
We are beyond pleased to continue our partnership with H-E-B. The Texas
environment and its bene ciaries (plants, animals, their ecosystem, and you and
me) are grateful for the contribution. Thank you, H-E-B!

Take Part in the City Nature Challenge
April 24-27
After careful consideration, the decision was made to proceed with the City
Nature Challenge (CNC) as scheduled, with observations being made and shared
April 24 – 27, and observations being uploaded and identi ed April 28 – May 3.
While CNC will continue, individuals will be making observations
on their own or with their household members rather than as
part of an organized group. With a few modi cations, CNC can
still offer people around the world a way to safely connect with
nature and each other during these dif cult times.
To ensure the safety and health of all participants, this year’s CNC is no longer a
competition. Instead, we want to embrace the collaborative aspect of sharing
observations online with a digital community and celebrate the healing power of
nature as people document their local biodiversity to the best of their ability in
their own yards and neighborhoods. All you need is a camera or cellphone with a
camera, an iNaturalist account, and the iNat app installed on your phone. You can
take pictures of plants, birds, insects, and other animals to upload to iNat for
identi cation. Or, you can help identify others’ photos. Learn more.
From Craig Hensley, Texas Nature Trackers Biologist:
Texas Nature Trackers will still monitor iNaturalist observations made during the
four-day challenge (observation period runs Friday, April 24 through Monday,
April 27) and we invite you, if nothing else, to document the plants and animals of
your yard, common area or even along the sidewalks when you get out for
exercise for yourself and/or your pets.
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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Secondly,
one of the greatest challenges the TNT staff has following the CNC isTranslate
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adding identi cations to observations made during the four-day event. We
encourage you to help us with identifying observations from participating metro
areas starting Friday, April 24 through Sunday, May 3. If you need assistance
getting stet up to help with this important aspect of the CNC, please email
either Tania or Craig and they will get you on-board.
Finally, please consider using the hashtag #yardchallenge on social media or as a
tag in iNaturalist observations to share how you are engaging in this year’s event.
To learn more about the City Nature Challenge, please visit the
TPWD website for Texas-speci c information and project links and check the
City Nature Challenge website for a global perspective.

Welcome New Bexar Audubon Members!
Velma Armijo
Ken Butler
Michael Holm
Ray Kinsel
Linda and David Rael
Maureen Walsh

San Antonio Botanical Garden

iNat Training Workshop with Craig Hensley
April 23
Visit the SABG website to register.
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Taking Flight:
An International Juried Bird Art Exhibition
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For Youth Ages 4 to 18
The Taking Flight Exhibition aims to create greater awareness and appreciation
for birds, support the development of young artists, and share their art with the
public at a professional museum.
Submissions will be accepted between January 15 and June
15, 2020.
Juried art will be exhibited at the Mass Audubon Museum
of American Bird Art from September 2020 - March, 2021.
963 Washington Street
Canton, MA 02021
Click here to learn more.

Shop on Amazon Smile to Support Bexar Audubon!

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.

San Antonio Area Birding Information

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center
Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society
San Antonio Ecotourism
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JOIN US!

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your
information.

Membership
To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website.

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors
President: Patsy Inglet
Vice President: Greg Pasztor
Secretary: Britt Coleman
Treasurer: Fred Loxsom
Past President: Anne Parrish

Committees

Education & Outreach: Patsy Inglet
Conservation & Advocacy: Britt Coleman and Anne Parrish
https://mailchi.mp/3f5054c20e22/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-3507737?e=31796636a3
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Programs: Becca Taylor
Outings: Sherie Gee
Communications: Greg Pasztor
Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
Membership: Michael Shaw
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