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May 25, 2020: Two people named

Cooper, a White dog walker and a

Black birder, met in Central Park

in New York City. The video of the

confrontation that resulted

highlighted the differences in the

perception and treatment of

Black Americans by White

Americans. And it sparked an

event: Black Birder’s Week—to celebrate Black nature enthusiasts

and to increase the visibility of Black birders, who face unique

challenges and dangers when engaging in an outdoor activity that

has grown exponentially in participation over the past decade.

Throughout the first week of June, it gave Black birders a platform

to share their experiences of “birding while Black.”

May 25, 2020: Several hours after the Cooper incident, George

Floyd died at the hands of police in Minneapolis, a tragedy that has

resulted in worldwide protests and demonstrations and, for many

of us, a personal re-evaluation of race and our relationships and

attitudes.

We invite Bexar Audubon members to read National Audubon’s

interview with Dr. Drew Lanham and listen to his keynote speech

at the 2017 National Audubon Convention in Park City, Utah. As

one Bexar Audubon board member put it, “Dr. Lanham’s address is

an easy and beautiful listen. I was drawn in by his lyrical way of

speaking and found myself being personally challenged at the end

to practice ‘empathy elevated’—putting my own personal thoughts

and feelings into true action that can help change my community. . . .

Dr. Lanham is an incredibly engaging speaker, thought-provoking in

the most uplifting manner. I hope you find something to connect

with in his speech, as I have.”

My husband, Tom, and I were at the 2017 Audubon Convention and

heard Dr. Drew Lanham give that speech; I agree with our board

member’s assessment of his style and the effect he produced. You

may also find Dr. Lanham’s book, The Home Place, a lovely read and

an insight into his connection with nature and the contradictions of

Black identity in the rural South—and in America today.

To borrow from Corina Newsome, one of the organizers of the first

Black Birders Week:

We at Bexar Audubon Society "encourage increased diversity in

birding and conservation. Think about the biological importance of

diversity at any level, genetic all the way up to whole ecosystems. . .

. Homogeneity sets organisms and systems up for failure. It’s the

same for birding and the conservation movement. Diversity is

important for the robustness of any community trying to do

anything.”

As San Antonio experiences a resurgence in COVID-19 cases in the

wake of more testing and loosening restrictions on groups and

protective masks, Bexar Audubon is continuing to offer our

meetings and other programs remotely through online platforms

such as ZOOM and WebEx. We know the nature of bird walks: we

all duly spread out with a “Turkey Vulture’s wingspan” (6 feet)

between us; then someone sees an interesting bird, and we all

gaggle up as close together as possible to get a look. It’s just natural

—a knee jerk birder reaction that, although inadvisable, is almost

irresistible. So in an abundance of caution, we are not resuming

field trips until later.

We are absolutely delighted to be able to bring you an Audubon
Premier Event in partnership with Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

on July 9 @ 6:30 pm. Nathan Pieplow, professor at the University

of Colorado and author of The Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds of
Eastern and Western North America, will join us by ZOOM to share

his insights into “The Language of Birds.” Nathan is a master at

using spectrograms to “read” bird songs and calls. He shares his

techniques on his blog, Earbirding, and in his article, part five in the

National Audubon online series on learning how to bird by ear.

Please join us for this very special program: registration details are

in the article below.

Please visit the Bexar Audubon Society website to see the many

programs in store this summer. Check often: new things are

happening all the time, and many past programs are posted for your

review.

Stay Cool and Bird On.
 

Don't miss our posts and events on Facebook and Instagram. Click

on the icons below to check them out!

 

 

Audubon Premier Event Online Program

"THE LANGUAGE OF BIRDS"
Nathan Pieplow, Peterson Field Guide Author

Thursday, July 9 ● 6:30 PM ● $5.00 per person

 

Bexar Audubon Society and Mitchell Lake Audubon Center are
delighted to announce that Nathan Pieplow, author of the Peterson
Field Guide to Bird Sounds, will provide
an accessible and entertaining
introduction to “The Language of
Birds” during a Zoom presentation
for us on July 9 at 6:30 PM. All
around us, birds are constantly telling
us who they are and what they are
doing. Nathan will unlock the secrets
of their language and cue us in on
what their calls and songs mean. Approved for Alamo Area Master
Naturalist AT hours.

 

About Nathan: Nathan Pieplow is the author of the Peterson Field
Guide to Bird Sounds, published in two volumes, Eastern (2017) and
Western (2019). An avid bird sound recordist and videographer, he
is the author of the bird sound blog Earbirding, a board member of
the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies, an author of the Colorado
Birding Trail, and former editor of the journal Colorado Birds. He
teaches writing and rhetoric at the University of Colorado in
Boulder.
 

To Register for the Zoom Presentation: Please register in advance
for this fantastic opportunity. Your $5 online entry fee will help
support Bexar Audubon Society and Mitchell Lake Audubon
Center. Once you’ve made your donation by clicking HERE, you’ll be
sent the link to register for the Zoom presentation. Register soon:
tickets are limited and registration ends when tickets are sold out
or July 8, whichever comes first.

BAS July Monthly Online Meeting

“The Edwards Aquifer: Our Unique Treasure”
Annalisa Peace, Executive Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance

Wednesday, July 22 ● 6:30 PM ● Zoom

The Edwards Aquifer is the lifeblood for dozens of communities – and
millions of people – in Central and South Central Texas, so too for over
60 species of plants and animals that live here and nowhere else on the
planet.  Blind salamanders, catfish, crustaceans, and other “cave critters”
have evolved in isolated habitat “islands” within the aquifer, in the dry
caves above the water table, and at the Great Springs. The Edwards
Aquifer and its Great Springs are highly vulnerable because of their
unique geology and hydrology. Approved for Alamo Area Master
Naturalist AT hours.

About Annalisa: She holds an MS in Urban Administration from Trinity
University and has over 30 years’ experience
working with government and non-profit
organizations in a variety of capacities.  She
has been instrumental in organizing citizens’
campaigns and has served on many
governmental advisory boards. Since 2004,
Annalisa has been the Executive Director of
the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance, which

unites 52 organizations throughout a 21-county region in Central and
South Texas behind a plan to protect the Edwards and Trinity aquifers,
their contributing watersheds, and the Texas Hill Country.

To Join the Zoom Presentation: 
Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 860 6204 2973
Password: 422557
Dial in: 1 (346) 248 7799 
Please enter your first and last names when you enter the Zoom
meeting; otherwise, you will not be admitted. Thank you for helping us
keep our meetings more secure.

BAS August Online Presentations

BAS August 5 Online Presentation

"Talking Trash, Management, and Recycling"

Josephine Valencia and David Newman
City of San Antonio Solid Waste Management Department

Wednesday, August 5 ● 6:30 PM ● Zoom

Josephine Valencia will speak to us about the City’s recycling

program.  She will discuss historical trends in recycling, the

machinery used to process recycling, what materials are and are

not accepted in the blue cart, and how all that impacts the City’s

60% recycling goal. Director of the Solid Waste Management

Department David Newman will be on

hand to help Josephine field your

questions about the future of solid waste

management in our city. Bring your

questions and concerns, some stimulated

by the recent documentary shown by

Bexar Audubon on June 8: The Story of Plastic. Approved for Alamo

Area Master Naturalist AT hours.

About Josephine: Josephine Valencia has been talking trash for

over 20 years in four states. She became the Assistant Director for

Solid Waste Management in December 2010. Her responsibilities

include managing curbside collections, drop-off centers,

environmental compliance, and the City’s overall recycling

program. Josephine graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelors

in Business Administration from Baruch College and a Master’s in

Public Policy from Carnegie Mellon University. She is a former

board member for the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR). 

About David: David Newman is the Director of the Solid Waste

Management Department. David began his career with the City of

San Antonio in 1997 as the City’s first Environmental Services

Manager for the Department of Public Works and has held many

positions within the department. He and his team successfully

redesigned the brush and bulky waste collection program to

improve environmental sustainability by increasing landfill

diversion of brush materials. He is also a backyard birder…and

Paige’s husband. Dave has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology

from West Texas State University and a Master of Science Degree

in Environmental Science from the University of Texas at San

Antonio.
 

To Join the Zoom Presentation:
Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 895 1676 8266

Password: 218411

Dial in:  1 (346) 248-7799

Please enter your first and last names when you enter the Zoom

meeting; otherwise, you will not be admitted. Thank you for helping

us keep our meetings more secure.

BAS August 12 Online Presentation

“Dragons and Damsels, Oh My:
The World of Odonates”

Craig Hensley, TPWD and Texas Nature Trackers

Wednesday, August 12 ● 10:00 AM ● WebEx
 
Join TPWD Texas Nature Trackers Biologist Craig Hensley for a look at
the world of dragonflies and damselflies. These ancient predators,

around since the time of dinosaurs, are well-
adapted predators of both water and air.
You’ll be introduced to their adaptations,
natural history, and meet a host of species
from both groups, learning how to identify
these amazing creatures. (Blue Dasher photo
by Lora Reynolds.)

About Craig: Craig Hensley, a lifelong naturalist and educator, is one of
two Texas Nature Trackers Biologists with the Community Stewardship
and Engagement Team of Texas Parks and Wildlife. He has had a long
career of educating people of all ages about the wonders of nature, from
Minnesota and his home state of Iowa to Texas, and places in-between.
He is an avid birder, butterfly, and wildflower enthusiast and perhaps,
most important of all, the father of two wonderful children and four
beautiful granddaughters.

To Join the WebEx Presentation:
Click HERE to join the presentation.
Meeting number (access code): 133 191 9049
Meeting password: Psvj8uF5BX6
 

Join by phone
Tap to call in from a mobile device
+1 (415) 655-0001 

You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number
 

BAS August Monthly Online Meeting

 "An Introduction to Bats"

Nyta Brown, Park Superintendent, Old Tunnel State Park

Wednesday, August 26 ● 6:30 PM ● Zoom
 

Nyta Brown from Old Tunnel State Park near Comfort will talk to
us about the different species of bats
in Texas, their habits and habitats, and
their importance to the environment.
Approved for Alamo Area Master
Naturalist AT hours.

About Nyta: Nyta received a Master's
Degree in Applied Geography with an
emphasis in Environmental Education from Texas State University and
has worked at Old Tunnel State Park since 2005, first as a Wildlife
Biologist with the Wildlife Division. She also travels to other locations in
Texas to conduct bat research.

To Join the Zoom Presentation:
Click HERE to join the Zoom meeting. 
Meeting ID: 860 4875 6627
Password: 271535
Dial in: 1 (346) 248-7799
Please enter your first and last names when you enter the Zoom
meeting; otherwise, you will not be admitted. Thank you for helping us
keep our meetings more secure.

New Duck Stamps Available!

The 2020-2021 Federal Duck Stamp featuring Black-bellied Whistling-

Ducks will be available for purchase on July 1, 2020, and will be

available until December 31, 2020, or as long as supplies last. Duck

Stamps still cost just $25 (the face value)

each. This year, because we are not meeting

in person, a small postage and handling

charge of $1 should be added per order for as

many stamps as you want to purchase at one

time. To purchase the stamps, send your

order with the following information:

Your Name

Your Mailing Address

Check made payable to Bexar Audubon Society for the total

number of stamps in your order, plus $1 postage and handling per

order 

Mail your information and check to:

Patsy Inglet

25901 Goldfinch Trail

San Antonio, TX 78255

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service produces the Stamp, which raises

approximately $40 million in sales each year. These crucial dollars are

deposited into the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund, and they go

toward the acquisition or lease of habitat in the National Refuge System

from willing sellers. Eighty-five years after the Stamp was established,

sales of the Duck Stamp to hunters, bird watchers, outdoor enthusiasts,

and collectors have raised more than $1 billion. This amount has gone to

conserve over six million acres of wetland and grassland habitat for

birds and other wildlife, providing meaningful opportunities to enjoy our

National Wildlife Refuge System.

Your Duck Stamp shows that you support Migratory Birds and their

Habitats AND it will admit you to any National Wildlife Refuge that

charges an entry fee. Get yours soon. We have a limited number.
 

Welcome New Bexar Audubon Members!

Vikki Avaregan

Lillian Bass

Sharon Curry

Karen Dodwell

Janet Ferrill

Shampa Ghosh

Liesl Hons

Don Kirchoff

Lee Marlowe

Andrea Matthews

Joan Miller

Jamie Nutt

Jo Frances Ruhl

Talat Shah

Sandra Stacy

Pete Stevens

Lynn Trenta

 

Thank You, BAS Donors!

Vikki Avaregan

Shampa Ghosh

W. Ray Jahn

Don Kirchoff

Barbara Kyse

Lee Marlowe

Joan Miller

Jo Frances Ruhl

Pete Stevens

Call for BAS Volunteers

 
Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

 
 

 

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand.

Social Media Mavens to administer the BAS Facebook and
Instagram Accounts

Educator/Birders willing to share their skills in online workshops

Writers, Photographers, Videographers for the BAS website

Committee members to help our hard working Committee chairs

Board members with new ideas and organizational skills

To Volunteer, contact BAS President Patsy Inglet:
BASPres@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Amazon Smile to Support Bexar Audubon!

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases

to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice.  AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same

prices, same service.  

San Antonio Area Birding Information

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center

Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society

San Antonio Ecotourism

JOIN US!
 

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your

information. 

Membership

To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website. 

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors
President: Patsy Inglet

Vice President: Greg Pasztor 
Secretary: Britt Coleman
Treasurer: Fred Loxsom

Committees
Education & Outreach: Patsy Inglet

Conservation & Advocacy: Britt Coleman 
Programs: Becca Taylor

Outings: Sherie Gee
Communications: Greg Pasztor

Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
Membership: Michael Shaw

Email us at bexaraudubonsociety@bexaraudubon.org.
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