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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Patsy Inglet, President

“May you live in interesting times.” This English expression purports to be a
translation of a bit of Chinese traditional wisdom, although there is no
actual equivalent expression in Chinese. Widely attributed as a Chinese

curse, it can also be interpreted as a Chinese blessing
—depending on our perspective. This year definitely
falls under the heading of “interesting times.”
Without cataloging or classifying all that has
transpired and is set to happen in the next few
months, let’s take just a moment to focus on some of
the positive aspects of a challenging time—some
silver linings that have emerged.

Birds and birding are downright booming, grabbing the attention of a wider
audience while many of us have been closer to home. In fact, birding, which
we all know is uplifting, affordable, and offers health benefits on many levels
—physical, mental, and spiritual—has become “Cool” to many who never
paid it much attention before. Birds have always been symbols of freedom,
so especially when we feel shut in and isolated, they can be a ray of light just
outside our windows. And birds provide a gateway to a wider appreciation
of nature, whose services sustain us all, thus waking up a higher regard for
conservation.

Birding is for Everyone. Birding can be enjoyed no matter who you are or
where you live. Birds are everywhere, from inner cities to the most remote
places on our planet. All we have to do is look out and up. With more people
of all ages and all walks of life getting outside to enjoy the birds, each of us
can become more appreciative of the wonderful mosaic of human beings
who admire the diversity of the birds themselves. The common focus of
birding makes for connections among diverse people.

Nature is showing us how to be more resilient. Watching natural patterns
continue around us, we can better appreciate that nature responds,
rebounds, and adapts, and that this applies to us as well. Bexar Audubon is
working with diverse partners to make our city and our region more Bird
Friendly to reduce some of the negative “clouds” in the environment so that
the silver linings of bird-safe buildings; bird-nurturing landscaping with
native plants, fewer poisons and plastics; and a more sustainable human
lifestyle can become the “new normal.”

Sharing knowledge with you. Even though Covid-19 cases are on a
downward trend in our area and we are cautiously and gradually opening
up, Bexar Audubon is continuing to offer our meetings and other programs
remotely through ZOOM and WebEx. Please visit the Bexar Audubon
Society website to check out all the great information on upcoming events,
bird-friendly lifestyle, bird conservation, bird photos, and ideas shared by
members from all 9 counties that Bexar Audubon Society serves. 

Celebrating women in conservation. On October 28, we celebrate four
Texas Women who are receiving the Terry Hershey Award for their
conservation efforts, and everyone is invited to the party. Details of how to
participate are in this newsletter. All proceeds support the Audubon
Conservation Leaders Program for Young Women, which encourages
young women as conservation leaders for tomorrow.

We love birds and we love our members! If you are receiving our
newsletters and attending our programs and are not yet a member of Bexar
Audubon, we welcome your interest. We would also appreciate your
support as a member or donor. You can join and/or donate online using
PayPal. Monthly donations are especially appreciated for keeping our
ongoing activities funded.

No matter where you live and bird, we are only a click away.
We do indeed live in interesting times. Let’s make the most of the
opportunities that these times bring our way.
 
 

D o n' t  m i s s  o u r  p o s t s  a n d  e v e n t s  o n  F a c e b o o k ,  I n s t a g r a m ,
a n d  Tw i t t e r.  C l i c k  o n  t h e  i c o n s  b e l o w  t o  c h e c k  t h e m  o u t !

 
 

2020 Women in Conservation
Terry Hershey Award Celebration

Wednesday ● October 28 ● 6:00 to 7:30 PM 

Zoom Presentation—FREE—Donations Welcome

To Register Click HERE

You will receive a link to join the event prior to 10/28/2020

Questions? Please email Ashley Kjos

Texas Women in Conservation Program
Audubon Texas

 

Proceeds from TWIC support

Audubon’s Conservation Leaders Program for Young Women.

For more information, email Program Leader Yvette Stewart,

Audubon Texas Community Outreach Coordinator.

Special Event Zoom Presentation 

Thursday, November 5 | 6:30 PM
Bexar Audubon Society & San Antonio

Audubon Society

The Texas Horned Lizard
Reintroduction Project:
Preserving a Texas Icon

Presenter: Dr. Andy Gluesenkamp, Director of Conservation, San
Antonio Zoo’s Center for Conservation and Research

Deadline to register is November 1.
 

Advance registration is required ($5/person). Due to health concerns

we will not gather together in person at the Zoo Beastro for our annual

Bexar Audubon and San Antonio Audubon dinner and program. Instead,

we will enjoy a short social time and watch the program via the Bexar

Audubon Zoom Room from the comfort and safety of our own homes. 

Click here to register by November 1.

Texas Horned Lizards

Phrynosoma cornutum (commonly referred to as the “horny toad") has

declined or disappeared in many places in Texas since the late 1960s. 

In fact, Texas Horned Lizard populations have declined so much that it is

now on the state’s threatened species list. San Antonio Zoo’s Center for

Conservation and Research is seeking to

reverse this trend by producing large

numbers of lizards in captivity and then

releasing them into predetermined habitats

that can support the species. Dr. Andy

Gluesenkamp, Director of Conservation, San

Antonio Zoo’s Center for Conservation and Research will talk to us

about the zoo's Texas Horned Lizard Reintroduction Project. This

program uses GIS data, genetics, and current knowledge about horned

lizard ecology and distribution to release large numbers of captive-born

individuals in suitable habitats.

 

Enter the Name a Baby Horned Lizard Contest

Bexar Audubon Society is sponsoring a Name the Baby Horned Lizards

contest in conjunction with the San Antonio Zoo's Texas Horned Lizard

Project. Click on this link to submit your choice of names for the baby

Horned Lizards and make a $25 donation per name. For every name you

submit with a donation, you'll be entered into the drawing to win a

behind-the-scenes tour of the Horned Lizard area at the San Antonio

Zoo. The winner can bring three guests. The deadline to enter is

November 5, the day the young lizards will be released into the wild.

  

Horned Lizard Resources

About Texas Horned Lizards

Horned Lizard Facts

Where Did the Horny Toad Go? Documentary about the decline of

our beloved Texas lizard.

TPWD 2017 segment on the Horned Lizard

Article about the San Antonio Zoo and bringing the Horned Lizard

back

Information from the San Antonio Zoo about how you can help

support the Horned Lizard Reintroduction Program

Buy a T-shirt or cap from HornedLizards.org and wear it proudly

during this special event

Log-in Information for the Horned Lizard Zoom Presentation

 Tickets are just $5 per person; deadline to register is Nov. 1

All proceeds from this program will be donated to our friends at the San

Antonio Zoo, who have been so generous in their partnership with

Audubon through the years, and will support the Zoo's Center for

Conservation and Research.

Registration is a two-part process. 

After you've made your donation, you will receive a link for registration

for the Zoom meeting on Thursday, November 5, 2020. Social time is

6:30-7:00 (wear a "horny toad" shirt or hat and bring your favorite

"horny toad" stories); program starts at 7:00 with plenty of time for

questions and answers afterward.

Click here to register by November 1.

 

BAS/MLAC Special Presentation

CATIOS: Protecting Cats & Birds
with Outdoor Cat Patios

Cynthia Chomos, Founder of Catio Spaces

Tuesday, November 17 ● 6:30 PM ● Zoom

Keeping your cat indoors not only protects birds, but also helps your
beloved pet live a longer, healthier life. “Catios” offer a unique solution
to providing fresh air and outdoor enrichment for cats in an
environment that is safer for pets and for wildlife. Cynthia Chomos,
founder of Catio Spaces, will discuss different catio designs and how to
construct one of these special havens for your own feline. We will also
discuss strategies and answer questions relating to creating a safer
environment at home for wild birds. Join us for this special program,
cosponsored by Bexar Audubon Society and Mitchell Lake Audubon
Center.

To Join the Zoom Presentation:
Click HERE to join the Zoom meeting. 
Meeting ID: 875 3173 8643
Password: 434699
Dial in: 1 (346) 248-7799
Please enter your first and last names when you enter the Zoom
meeting.

BAS December Monthly Online Meeting

To Burn or Not to Burn? That's Still the
Question

Maureen Frank, PhD
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

Tuesday, December 8 ● 10:00 AM ● Zoom

Fire is a natural part of the landscape throughout most of Texas, so using
prescribed burns as a management tool can benefit birds and the
ecosystem as a whole. Researchers with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service conducted bird surveys in burned and unburned pastures on 2
properties in the Edwards Plateau ecoregion for 3 years. The goal:
determine whether birds, especially Species of Greatest Conservation
Need, preferred one area to the other. The result: we didn’t find any
significant difference! Join us for this talk about what it means for
scientists to get unexpected, unexciting results, why this study still has
important implications for private landowners who manage bird habitat,
and plans for future research. Approved for Alamo Area Master
Naturalist AT hours.

About Dr. Maureen Frank
Dr. Maureen Frank has a Ph.D. in Wildlife Biology from
Utah State University, where she studied migrating
phalaropes and grebes on Great Salt Lake. Her
undergraduate degree is from Texas A&M. In her
current role at Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service,
she provides outreach and education about wildlife,
especially through programs that create connections
between people and their local natural resources.

To Join the Zoom Presentation: 
Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting. Please note we are starting at
10:00 AM rather than having an evening presentation. 
Please enter your first and last names when you enter the Zoom
meeting. 

San Antonio Audubon Society
Used Book Sale

Sunday, November 8
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Trailhouse at Judson Nature Trails
246 Viesca, San Antonio, TX 78209

Shop for birding field guides and other bird-related books at great
prices! Many books were donated by a world-
traveling SA Audubon member who birded all

over the globe. Mask required and hand
sanitizer available. Cash, check or credit

cards. If you have items to contribute, contact
Georgina Schwartz at gbird@att.net.

2020 Christmas Bird Count

TENTATIVE Date is Sunday, December 20
 
Following the guidance from National Audubon, we will wait until
November 15 at the earliest to decide if this year’s San Antonio
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) will be a go or not, if local rules allow:  

We will strive to run a COVID-19 safe and socially distanced CBC.
Activities will comply with all current state and municipal COVID-
19 guidelines.  
Social distancing and/or masking are required at all times in the
field.  
Carpooling may be used to divide into smaller subgroups and will
be encouraged to occur within existing familiar or social “pod”
groups.  
We are canceling the countdown dinner that has been used in the
past to compile group numbers and submit Rare Bird
Documentation.  

For updates on this year’s San Antonio CBC, contact Dahn Windhorn
(naturenut7@hotmail.com or leave a message at 210/382-5968) if you
are not already on a count team and are interested in participating. We
anticipate groups starting as early as 7:00 AM and remaining in the field
up to 7:00 PM.  

 

Monarch Garden Project at
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

 
Staff at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center (MLAC) and BAS members are
working together to develop a new pollinator garden at MLAC. This
joint project is supported by a grant from Bring Back the Monarchs to
Texas, a program of the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT). Grant
funds are being used to develop a separate section of the MLAC garden
area that is specifically designed to attract and support Monarchs
through the planting and maintenance of milkweeds and native nectar
plants. The Monarch garden consists of two raised beds located behind

the Visitor Center.
Patty Leslie Pasztor,
the project leader,
is currently working
with Corina Solis
(MLAC
Conservation
Coordinator) and
two BAS volunteers
(Becca Taylor and
Fred Loxsom) to
install milkweed

and pollinator plants in the garden. Fred and Patty are pictured working in
the garden.
 
The Monarch Butterfly garden will contain the following native
milkweed plants:
Zizotes milkweed (Asclepias oenotheroides), Antelope horn
milkweed (Asclepias asperula), Texas milkweed (Asclepias texana),
Butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa). The joint gardening team will
also add several species of native nectar plants that support adult
Monarch butterflies. A generous donation of native nectar plants by
Ernesto and Ysmael at Medina Garden Nursery in Medina, TX has
substantially supported the project.
 
MLAC will use the Monarch garden as
an educational resource for visitors
and school groups. Also, Corina Solis
will use this garden as a site for the
Monarch Larva Monitoring Project.
Tracking Monarch larva through this
Citizen Science project is an essential
component of assessing the
effectiveness of this and other Monarch support programs. If you have
attended a National Wildlife Foundation Monarch training workshop or
had similar training and are interested in participating in this project,
you may contact Corina at Corina.Solis@audubon.org

Thank You BAS Donors!

Britt Coleman
Debra Waters

Medina Nursery (donated plants for Monarch Garden at MLAC)

PurpleMartins78209 Project
By Allison Hayne

One of the important migratory bird species in Texas is the Purple

Martin, North America’s largest swallow. Purple Martins winter in South

America, primarily in Brazil. In mid-January, Purple Martins begin

showing up along the Gulf Coast of North America. Their breeding

range in Texas includes most of the state except the Trans Pecos region.

East of the Rocky Mountains, Purple Martins nest exclusively in human-

supplied housing because of loss of

habitat and competition. To ensure

successful nesting, housing must not be

impeded by tall trees within 30 to 40 feet

with wide-open flyways. Entry holes must

be resistant to European Starlings and

houses must be accessible for regular

inspection to help control competition

from introduced species such as the

House Sparrow and European Starling.

For housing located in the country, a

predator guard is a must to keep snakes

from climbing poles and eating whatever they find inside.

Thanks to many generous donors, my husband, Elliott, and I purchased a

12-gourd rack and installed it close to St. David’s Church in Terrell Hills.

With permission from the City of Alamo Heights, we have assumed

responsibility for the two Purple Martin houses on Viesca St. at the

Judson Nature Trails and at the Alamo Heights Little League fields. We

received financial backing from local residents as well as support from

Bexar Audubon Society to make necessary repairs to the existing T-14

Purple Martin houses at those locations. We have observed successful

nesting pairs at all of these sites.

We are in the process of having signage made for each of the bird house

sites and thank San Antonio Audubon and Bexar Audubon for their

financial assistance with two of the signs.

If you need assistance with mapping out a Purple Mountain house

location, maximizing its effectiveness, or are interested in donating an

unused house to the PurpleMartins78209 Project, please text me at

210/289-6477 or email purplemartins78209@gmail.com. Monetary

donations can be made by Venmo @Allison-Hayne.

Call for BAS Volunteers

 
Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

 
 

 

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand.

Educators/Birders with Spanish Language Skills for teaching and
translating

Committee members to help our hard-working Committee chairs

Board members with new ideas and organizational skills

To Volunteer, contact BAS President Patsy Inglet:
BASPres@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Amazon Smile to Support Bexar Audubon!

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases

to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice.  AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same

prices, same service.  

San Antonio Area Birding Information

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center

Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society

San Antonio Ecotourism

JOIN US!
 

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your

information. 

Membership

To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website. 

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors
President: Patsy Inglet

Vice President: Greg Pasztor 
Secretary: Britt Coleman
Treasurer: Fred Loxsom

Committees
Education & Outreach: Patsy Inglet

Conservation & Advocacy: Britt Coleman 
Programs: Becca Taylor

Outings: Sherie Gee
Communications: Greg Pasztor

Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
Membership: Michael Shaw

Email us at bexaraudubonsociety@bexaraudubon.org.
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