2/23/2021

Subscribe

Your March/April newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

Past Issues

Translate
View this email in your browser

M a r c h /A p r i l 2 0 2 1 N e w s l e t t e r
In this issue:
President's Message
Trinity University Bird
Collection Project
March 1 BAS Class: Spanish for
Birders
March 24 BAS Meeting: Martin
Reid
April 12 BAS Zoom: Wendy

Visit our website for updates:

Bexar Audubon Society

Leonard
April 28 BAS Meeting: "A House
for Wren"
TPWD Wildlife Tax Valuation
Workshop
New BAS Members & Donors
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
Programs
Migratory Bird Fest and
Birdathon
Great Texas Birding Classic
City Nature Challenge
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3

1/14

2/23/2021

Subscribe

Your March/April newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

Call for
BAS Volunteers
Past
Issues

Shop Amazon Smile
Area Birding Info
Membership & BAS Board

Translate

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Patsy Inglet, President
San Antonio is now a Bird City Texas! The dedication and hard work of a
community group that collaborated
effectively and the support of the City
of San Antonio government and a
variety of state and national
organizations made it happen. Read
more about Bird City Texas here.
Now we are asking for YOUR help and
support—YOUR help (time and
energy) as a volunteer as we organize
and carry out Bird City Texas projects
this spring and beyond, and YOUR support ( nancial and community
contacts) to provide the resources for those projects. In addition, Bexar
Audubon will continue to partner with a variety of community organizations
that contributed to the Bird City Texas-SA designation.
Please consider a Monthly Donation to Bexar Audubon to fund our
efforts, and please consider talking to friends, colleagues, and neighbors
about joining Bexar Audubon and becoming active in our work.
Bexar Audubon will be working on a variety of initiatives, including: Lights
Out SA! surveys of birds killed by building strikes during peak migration in
downtown San Antonio; a Cats, Birds, and US awareness and protection
campaign for cat owners and the veterinarians who care for their pets and
the birds that are affected; increasing our Community Bird Count surveys
in San Antonio and in the counties we serve; and educating our neighbors
and local architects and their clients about changes in glass choices and
lighting that can reduce bird mortality.
Please choose a project that interests and inspires you and contact us
(bexaraudubonsociety@bexaraudubon.org) to nd out how you can
contribute. We will be sending more information about speci c ways you
can help as planning progresses.
Of course, spring offers many opportunities to get more out of and put more
into BIRDING.
Our monthly programs will continue in virtual format, and you will
nd details of the programs and how to participate in this newsletter.
Looking ahead to March 12-31, we nd a wonderful menu of
opportunities to bird for a purpose in support of the Mitchell Lake
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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During spring migration, birds remind us again that nature runs in
cycles and that the birds and the birders have to learn to adapt to
whatever that cycle brings their way. The Great Texas Birding Classic
(April 15-May 15) and the City Nature Challenge (April 30-May 3) will
return to engage our birding skills for conservation and our
community scientist skills using eBird and iNaturalist.

Please visit the Bexar Audubon Society website to check out all the great
information on upcoming events, bird-friendly lifestyle, bird conservation,
bird photos, and ideas shared by members from all 9 counties that Bexar
Audubon Society serves.
And, remember to join us for two great presentations scheduled online this
week, Feb. 24 at 6:30 PM and Feb. 26 at 11:30 AM. Find details here.
We love birds and we love our members! If you are receiving our
newsletters and attending our programs and are not yet a member of Bexar
Audubon, we welcome your interest. We would also appreciate your
support as a member or donor. You can join and/or donate online using
PayPal. Monthly donations are especially appreciated for keeping our
ongoing activities funded.
No matter where you live and bird, we are only a click away.
D o n' t m i s s o u r p o s t s a n d e v e n t s o n F a c e b o o k , I n s t a g r a m ,
a n d Tw i t t e r. C l i c k o n t h e i c o n s b e l o w t o c h e c k t h e m o u t !

Bird Collection Project at Trinity
Trinity University has launched a research project to collect birds that died
during the lengthy cold snap the area experienced in mid-February. If you've
found a bird or birds in San Antonio whose death occurred during that time, you
can contact Dr. Troy Murphy at Trinity. Read details here.

Spanish for Birders Online Class
Bilingual birding can help to bridge communities across the Americas

https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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Monday, March 1 ● 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Noon
Zoom | $25 registration in advance
Planning a birding trip to a Spanish-speaking destination and want to
communicate more effectively with local birding
guides? In guided walks in your own community, do
you want to engage local birders whose rst
language is Spanish? Want to dust off the Spanish
you may studied in school or learn the rudiments of
the language to stretch your horizons? Then this
Spanish for Birders introductory class is for you!
The class will be taught by Dr. Christy Esmahan, who has lived in both Central
America and Spain for over 15 years. She is a retired educator who is passionate
about birds and she’s a delightful and engaging instructor. The course will include
a very brief overview of Spanish pronunciation before diving into the words for
bird anatomy, common phrases used in birding, and the names of bird groups.

To attend, please rst click here to buy a ticket ($25) from TicketLeap.
After you've purchased your ticket, you will be sent a link to register
for the Zoom course. You will then receive a link to admit you to the
class.

BAS March Meeting
Balcony Birding in the Time of Coronavirus
Presenter: Martin Reid
Wednesday, March 24 ● 6:30 PM ● Zoom

https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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The COVID-19 pandemic changed our lives in myriad ways, but it had a silver
lining in that many people spent far more time looking for birds in their home
environment. Discover how the pandemic revealed the rich birdlife outside an
apartment in the hospital district of northwestern San Antonio. Approved for
AAMN AT hours.
Martin Reid, originally from Great Britain, has lived in Texas close to 30 years.
Martin is a Photographer, Naturalist and Bird Guide, having led trips to Chile,
Belize, Costa Rica, and Ecuador. He is past Report Secretary for Christchurch
Harbour Ornithological Society, past President of the Fort Worth Audubon
Society, and past member and Webmaster of the Texas Bird Records Committee.
Martin also has a strong interest and expertise in dragon ies and butter ies and
regularly conducts tours, classes, and surveys.
Photo Credit: Golden-winged Warbler by Martin Reid.

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 814 8505 4370
Passcode: 440969
Click here to nd your local number to dial in.

BAS ZOOM PRESENTATION
San Antonio Parks & Rec Natural Areas: An
Opportunity to Connect People with Nature
Wendy Leonard, SA Parks & Rec Natural Areas
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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Join us as Wendy Leonard discusses new and exciting park updates, including a
new park opening on the north side. She will also talk about the different Natural
Areas and the best places to go to see local ora and fauna this spring, especially
for the City Nature Challenge April 30 – May 3.
Wendy has worked for the City of San Antonio for 16 years and is currently
working as a Nature Preserve Of cer for Parks and Recreation Natural Areas.
She received a double major in Wildlife Biology and Geography: Environmental
Studies from Texas State University. She went on to receive her MS in Biology
with thesis in Plant Ecology from University of Texas at San Antonio. Her thesis
work focused on a rare wild ower endemic to Texas and the factors that limit its
growth and distribution. Currently with the City, she manages ve parks and
works to help survey rare and endangered species.
Photo Credit: Juniper Hairstreak on Frostweed by Lora Reynolds, taken near the Urban
Ecology Center in Phil Hardberger Park, NW Military.

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 824 8114 3156
Passcode: 927977
Click here to nd your local number to dial in.

BAS April Meeting
A House for Wren
Julie Beever, Author
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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Julie Beever will discuss her newly released children’s book, A House for Wren,
written for the “young and young at heart.” A unique introduction to
birdwatching for young birding enthusiasts, this story contains factual
information about the nesting habits of real-life birds and introduces young
readers to the lifelong love of birding.
Julie taught elementary reading to struggling readers for over 20 years. Her own
love of reading began early, when her mother made up stories and rhymes to
keep her young children amused. Her love of birds began soon after. Julie divides
her time between the South Texas brush country of Pearsall and the Texas Hill
Country of Concan, where she enjoys photography, birding, and writing.

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 861 9868 2910
Passcode: 599740
Click here to nd your local number to dial in.

Wildlife Tax Valuation Workshop
2021 Wildlife Tax Valuation Workshop
Saturday, March 6, 8 AM -12 Noon
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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Registration page. Make sure to select the March 6 virtual workshop.
Who should attend?
Texas landowners interested in wildlife tax valuation for their property.
Topics to be covered
Overview of Wildlife Tax Valuation
Habitat Evaluation
Target Species Selection
Requirements and Wildlife Management Plan Development
Seven Wildlife Management Practices
Filling out the Wildlife Management Plan and Annual Review
Help with Individual Plan Preparation
Q&A
You may attend any workshop regardless of the county you live in or where your
property is located. Landowners must have a current 1-D-1 appraisal to be eligible for
the Wildlife Tax Valuation. Everyone is welcome to attend the workshop to learn even if
they do not have property or a 1-D-1 appraisal. An email will be sent the week of the
workshop with the link to participate in the workshop and instructions on how to log in.
Questions? Contact:
Jessica Alderson, 210/309-2416
Jessica.alderson@tpwd.texas.gov

Welcome New BAS Members!
Jon Festersen
Pamela Goolsby
Aimee Hearon
Marilyn McFarland
Nancy Thoss

Thank You BAS Donors!
Britt Coleman
Jane Lea
Fred Loxsom
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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MITCHELL LAKE AUDUBON CENTER
PROGRAMS
The Mitchell Lake Audubon Center will remain closed until any
damage and trail accessibility can be assessed due to recent
extreme weather conditions. All ticket sales are suspended until
further notice. However, online programs are still being
scheduled.

Coastal Shorebirds: World Travelers, Winter Texans
Saturday, March 6, 2021 | 10:00 to 11:30 AM CST
Presenter: Patsy Inglet
Zoom Presentation | Registration Required | $5
Register HERE
Local birding enthusiast and BAS President Patsy Inglet leads this online
workshop to help you better know the birds relying on Texas’s coastal
habitat in the winter. Whether you are
planning a trip to the coast soon, or simply
hoping to expand your birding knowledge, you
will learn key identi cation points and better
understand the different families of
shorebirds. Patsy’s presentations always
entertain while building birding con dence in
participants!
Photo Credit: Willet by Lora Reynolds.

Migratory Bird Fest and Birdathon 2021
March 12 - March 30, 2021
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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Mitchell Lake Audubon Center is excited to bring back Migratory Bird Fest
and Birdathon 2021, after a short break due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This year we celebrate Migratory Birds while social distancing—through a
Birdathon and virtual events. This three-week event will consist of virtual
workshops, guest lectures, virtual bird tours, contests, and competition.
Check the Mitchell Lake Audubon Center website for details and
registration information.

Great Texas Birding Classic 2021

Now is the time to gather your team and register for the 25th Annual
Birding Classic! The event will continue with the pandemic-friendly
rules developed last fall.
So, gather your friends, family, fellow bird or nature club members, and
colleagues to join your team for the 2021 Birding Classic!
Registration deadline: April 1
Tournament Dates: April 15 - May 15 (your choice of day).
Novice birders, expert listers, and everyone in between are welcome! There
are many categories to choose from based on your birding ability and region
of the state. We offer half day or full day tournaments and categories with
team members scattered across the state or region, as well as categories for
teams of people who have been quarantining together.
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Click on image below for more information.

Call for BAS Volunteers

Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand.
https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3

11/14

2/23/2021

Subscribe

Your March/April newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

Educators/Birders with Spanish Language Skills for teaching and
Past Issues
translating

Translate

Committee members to help our hard-working Committee chairs
Board members with new ideas and organizational skills
To Volunteer, contact BAS President Patsy Inglet:
BASPres@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Amazon Smile to Support Bexar Audubon!

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.

San Antonio Area Birding Information

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center
Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society
San Antonio Ecotourism
Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary

https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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JOIN US!

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your
information.

Membership
To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website.

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors
President: Patsy Inglet
Vice President: Greg Pasztor
Secretary: Britt Coleman
Treasurer: Fred Loxsom

Committees

Education & Outreach: Patsy Inglet
Conservation & Advocacy: Britt Coleman
Programs: Becca Taylor
Outings: Sherie Gee
Communications: Greg Pasztor
Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
Membership: Michael Shaw

Email us at bexaraudubonsociety@bexaraudubon.org.

https://mailchi.mp/c6ac5d64adb8/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-4691886?e=31796636a3
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