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Membership & BAS Board

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Britt Coleman, President

As many of you know, Patsy Inglet’s term as Bexar Audubon Society
President, a role she has ably held for the last two years, ends June 30,

2021. Bexar Audubon is a far different organization
now than when she was elected in the last half of
2019. She built on the structural improvements
initiated by her predecessor, Anne Parrish. In short
order, bylaws were approved and an operations
manual compiled documenting the process roles of

board of�cers and committee chairs. A �nancial planning and budgeting
process was implemented improving our �scal management. Borrowing
from management best practices, a monthly scorecard was developed to
monitor critical performance metrics and hold ourselves accountable. We
consolidated storage areas for our materials and reduced our operating
costs. Other structural improvements include working with National
Audubon to formalize the chapter region to include the eight counties
surrounding Bexar County: Wilson, Atascosa, Guadalupe, Comal, Kendall,
Kerr, Bandera, and Medina. And thanks to the hard work of our webmaster,
Lora Reynolds, the website was completely revamped, plus we built an
earnest presence on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. These
accomplishments seem mundane in retrospect, but actually play an
important role in establishing a strong organization capable of sustainably
growing by bringing on new board members, committee chairs, and building
membership base. 

Silver Linings: The curse of COVID-19 provided the serendipitous silver
lining of putting our programs on Zoom. The ability to hold programs online
not only allowed us to reach well beyond our municipal borders, but also to
bring in presenters from far a�eld. Moreover, the programs are recorded
and can be accessed at any time from our website. In addition, the shutdown
coupled with Internet access via Zoom laid fertile ground for pursuing Bird
City Texas Certi�cation, a monumental task enjoined by many able
volunteers throughout our area who probably would not normally have had
the time. 

Strong Leadership: Of course, Patsy did not accomplish all these milestones
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on her own. She was supported by many others whose contributions both
large and small helped to get things done. But Patsy did set the pace…
powered with good humor and abundant passion, she spurred the rest of us
to action, which is the hallmark of a good leader. And in another sign of
being a good leader, she understands that successful transition in leadership
begins with transfer of knowledge. To say that I am grateful for the hours
she has spent patiently explaining the inner workings and subtleties behind
Bexar Audubon is an understatement of gargantuan proportions.  

Looking Ahead: And though a lot has been accomplished, clearly there is
much more to do. As we look to 2022, Bexar Audubon is excited about
upcoming projects, programs, and partnerships. We will continue work on
maintaining Bird City Texas certi�cation with impactful projects such as
Lights Out San Antonio, Bird Friendly Architecture, and Cats Indoors.
Thanks to the hard work of our Programs Chair, Becca Taylor, we are
building on the success of “Zooming” programs with a slate of amazing
speakers in the coming months. And we especially look forward to
strengthening our relationships with conservation-minded organizations in
the South Central Texas region to preserve and improve habitat for birds
and native plants. But the genuinely exciting news is that due to the efforts
of Sherie Gee, Outings Committee Chair, we will resume our �eld trips. The
ability to meet face to face while still respecting safety protocols is a very
welcome change from the prior year. 

Get Involved: When an organization closes the door on the old year and
walks into a new one, it is common to think of a term to thematically
characterize the future. The term that keeps popping up in conversation is
involvement. Involvement by Bexar Audubon in regionally important
activities, yes, but especially the involvement of our membership and
friends. We have a lot of exciting projects and activities planned for the next
12 months. We invite all of you to participate in working toward a more
successful and sustainable future. Please contact a Committee Chair today
to offer your help. 

We love birds and we love our members! If you are receiving our
newsletters and attending our programs and are not yet a member of Bexar
Audubon, we welcome your interest. We would also appreciate your
support as a member or donor. You can join and/or donate online using
PayPal. Monthly donations are especially appreciated for keeping our
ongoing activities funded. 
 

No matter where you live and bird, we are only a click away.
 

D o n' t  m i s s  o u r  p o s t s  a n d  e v e n t s  o n  F a c e b o o k ,   I n s t a g r a m ,
a n d  Tw i t t e r.  C l i c k  o n  t h e  i c o n s  b e l o w  t o  c h e c k  t h e m  o u t !  
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BAS Annual Business Meeting 

Wednesday, July 7 | 5:00 PM | Zoom 

Please join us online at 5:00 PM on July 7 as we hold our annual business meeting

to certify the results of our election for of�cers. Thanks to all of you who voted

online and those who suggested venues for future events or workshops. We will

also tell you about our planned activities for the next year, as our Fiscal Year runs

from July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022. The Board Of�cers elected for 2021-2022 are:

President: Britt Coleman 

Vice President: Greg Pasztor 

Secretary: Ken Butler 

Treasurer: Fred Loxsom

The BAS Board is pleased to welcome Jewell Cozort as a new member at large. 

Jewell is a Park Naturalist with the City of San Antonio Parks and Recreation

Department and is currently coordinator of the Important Bird Area Golden-

cheeked Warbler surveys for Bexar Audubon. She volunteered this spring with

BAS for the Lights Out San Antonio downtown bird surveys and for the Kirchoff

Prairie Bird Bioblitz. She has also participated in the San Antonio Christmas Bird

Count for the past several years. Jewell has a Bachelor's degree in Biology with a

concentration in Ecology and a Masters of Science degree in Environmental

Biology. We look forward to having Jewell join us on the BAS Board!

Click HERE to Join the July 7 Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 840 5050 1557 

Passcode: 690098 

Click here to �nd your local number to dial in.
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BAS July Meeting 

Burrowing Owl Ecology and Creating 
Arti�cial Habitat in El Paso, Texas 

Presenter: Lois Balin, Urban Wildlife Biologist, TPWD 

Wednesday, July 28● 6:30 PM ● Zoom 

Learn about Burrowing Owl ecology, monitoring, and creating arti�cial habitat

for the owls in El Paso, TX. Lois Balin's presentation will include the research that

has been done at Rio Bosque Wetlands Park and the lessons learned from

creating Burrowing Owl habitat in city and national parks. Approved for AAMN

AT hours. 

  

Lois Balin is the West Texas Urban Wildlife Biologist for the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Department, based in El Paso now for 21 years. Lois received her B.S. in

Wildlife and Fisheries Science at the University of Arizona and her M.S. in Range

and Wildlife Science at Texas A&M, Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute.

Her professional work includes providing technical guidance on sensitive urban

development and management for the City and County of El Paso; promoting

biodiversity; providing educational programs and resources on wildlife, ecology,

native plant landscaping, habitat and conservation-related issues; and

conducting wildlife research on Burrowing Owls. She served eight years on the

City of El Paso’s Open Space Advisory Board, with two of those years serving as
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the Chair. 

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 871 8872 1323 

Passcode: 459151 

Click here to �nd your local number to dial in.

BAS August Meeting

Sensory Pollution in the Anthropocene:
E�ects of Light and Noise Pollution on Birds

in the “Age of Humans” 

Presenter: Jennifer N. Phillips, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Texas A&M San Antonio 

Wednesday, August 25 ● 6:30 PM ● Zoom 

Birds evolved in a world without arti�cial light and with only the sounds of

nature. Today, they are challenged by the lighting and sounds produced by an

array of human activity, including right here in San Antonio. Whether birds can

adapt to these human-created changes suf�ciently to survive in the long run is an

open question. 

  

Dr. Jennifer Phillips will discuss her research on how urban noise affects

communication in a model species, the White-crowned Sparrow. She will also

discuss how we can move from single species studies to better understand the

effects of light and noise pollution on avian populations and communities, using

her study system of nesting birds in northern New Mexico. 
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Dr. Phillips is a broadly trained wildlife biologist

with expertise in ornithology, animal behavior,

community ecology, and conservation. She grew up

in a rural farming town outside of Fresno,

California, and has always been fascinated with

how nature persists despite increasing human

encroachment; now she has turned this fascination into a career. Her research

focuses on how anthropogenic activity—activity that originates from human

activity, such as landscape change, arti�cial light at night, and noise pollution—

alters animal interactions within and between species. Speci�cally, she is

interested in whether and how animals adapt to anthropogenic change and

whether behavioral adaptations lead to population and community differences in

ecosystems. 

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 860 4296 2207 

Passcode: 236900 

Click here to �nd your local number to dial in.

July and August Outings
 

Friday, July 9th | 8:00 AM   

Field trip to James Kiehl Riverbend Park near Comfort, Texas  

Craig Hensley of TPWD will lead us on a bird/nature walk at this Kendall County

Park on the Guadalupe River.  The focus will be on �ycatchers, the topic of the

June 23 Bexar Audubon program Craig presented to us online. (Watch a

recording of the presentation here.) Plan to explore the park and then have a

picnic lunch.  Space is limited! For RSVP and more details, contact Sherie Gee

at slgee18@yahoo.com or text Sherie at 210/367-1625.  Find info here on

Kendall County parks. 

 

Wednesday, August 4 | 8:15 AM 

Field trip to Panther Canyon Nature Trail at Landa Park in New Braunfels 
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Join us for a birding and nature hike on this nature trail in Landa Park which

begins near the headwaters of Comal Springs.  Following the hike, enjoy a picnic

and possibly wading/swimming in Comal Springs to cool off.   For RSVP and

details, contact Sherie Gee at slgee18@yahoo.com or leave a message at

210/367-1625.  
 

SAVE THE DATES
 

1. September 5 - October 30. Lights Out Texas—San Antonio downtown bird

surveys are scheduled to take place during peak fall migration dates. We

need volunteers to sign up for Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays during

this period, when we will meet in a downtown parking garage at 5:45 AM

and each team of two will cover one of three designated areas looking for

bird casualties between 6:00 and 8:00 AM. We have two team leaders

scheduled for each week, and they will need four volunteers each of the

three days. You don't need to know bird IDs to volunteer, just the ability to

use the iNaturalist app on your smartphone.  Online and in-person training

sessions will be offered at the end of August. Look for more information in

an eBlast around July 15 with a link to sign up through our website.

2. Saturday, October 9, 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Bexar Audubon Family Outing

at Herff Farm (Cibolo Center for Conservation) in Boerne (Kendall

County), Texas. Come early to shop the Farmer’s Market and enjoy bird

walks for adults and kids, guided walks of the property, and time to connect

and re-connect with bird lovers from all over the Bexar Audubon nine-

county region. Pack your own picnic; drinks furnished by Bexar Audubon

Society. Raf�e tickets for prizes. More details in the September-October

BAS newsletter.

3. Wednesday, November 17, 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Audubon Fall Feast and

Special Program at the San Antonio Zoo BEASTRO. Join Bexar Audubon,

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, and San Antonio Audubon members and

guests for a pre-program Fiesta Drink, a Fajita Feast, and an Artful Program
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by Christina Baal, whose painting of the Belted King�sher graced the Great

Texas Birding Classic T-shirt in 2021. Christina will bring artwork for sale

and will present her aspiration of painting 10,000 birds in her lifetime. You

won’t want to miss this event! More details in the BAS September-October

newsletter.

Welcome New BAS Members!

Carleasa Coates 
Suzanne Gamboa 
Melinda Ledsome  

Thank You BAS Donors! 

Britt Coleman 
Fred Loxsom 
James Smyle 
Vicki VanPelt 
Debra Waters

BAS Donations Made in 2020-2021

The BAS Board of Directors voted to send donations to several organizations and

projects during the past year. Recipients included the following:

Important Bird Area Golden-cheeked Warbler Surveys in 2020

San Antonio Young Birders Club

Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance

PurpleMartins78209 Project

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center Migratory Bird Fest 

Pollinator Meadow Mission San Juan Salsa Squad

Hog Island Audubon Camp

Bird City Certi�cation Fee

Great Texas Birding Classic Junior Chickadees Team

Lights Out Texas San Antonio Supplies

Plants for Headwaters Sanctuary

2021-2022 Duck Stamps Now Available 
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The 2021-22 Federal Duck Stamp featuring a Lesser Scaup drake is available for

purchase now through December 31, 2021, or as long a supplies last. Duck

Stamps still cost only $25 (the face value) each. This year, because we are not

meeting in person, you can buy your Duck Stamp by mail by adding just $1

extra per order for as many stamps as you want to purchase at one time. 

To purchase your stamps, send your order with the following information:

Your Name

Your Mailing Address

Check made payable to Bexar Audubon Society for the total number of

stamps in your order, plus $1 postage and handling per order.

 Mail your information and check to: 

Bexar Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 6084 

San Antonio, TX  78209-6084 

Your Duck Stamp shows that you support Migratory Birds and their habitats

AND it will admit you to any National Wildlife Refuge that charges an entry fee. 

Get yours soon. Supplies are LIMITED! The �rst 10 people who order a Duck

Stamp will get a FREE Duck Stamp holder to attach the stamp to binoculars or

�eld bag!
 

Cibolo Nature Center 
Nature Happy Hour on Birds of Prey 
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Thirst for Nature: Birds of Prey takes place July 22 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM  under

the beautiful live oaks and the hill country sky at the Visitor’s Center at Cibolo

Nature Center (CNC) in Boerne.

Kelly Rayner, Education Director of Last Chance Forever, a Birds of Prey

Conservancy, and her staff will conduct a fantastic presentation on local birds of

prey. This live outdoor bird presentation will cover different species, their

incredible adaptations, and how you can protect these amazing animals in the

wild. Bring a lawn/travel chair;  reservations are required. 

CNC will provide a themed alcoholic beverage called a Tequila Mockingbird while

also serving non-alcoholic mocktails and cold drinks while supplies last. 

This event supports the Cibolo Center for Conservation and Last Chance

Forever.

Click here to register.

MITCHELL LAKE AUDUBON CENTER 

The Mitchell Lake Audubon Center (MLAC) is open with summer operating
hours (Thursday - Sunday, 7 AM - 1 PM). Guided bird tours are offered
Sunday mornings (except the 5th Sunday of a month) at 8:00 AM. Free for
MLAC members and $10 for non-members. Closed July 4. Tickets are
available here. 

Please note, due to a long-term SAWS wetland project, the majority of
ponds are dry at this time. However, the lake has a considerable amount of
water. Click Here for additional information. Check eBird for up-to-date
bird sightings.
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Call for BAS Volunteers

 
Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

 
 

 

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand. 

Educators/Birders with Spanish Language Skills for teaching and
translating 

Committee members to help our hard-working Committee Chairs 

Board members with new ideas and organizational skills 

To Volunteer, contact BAS President Britt Coleman:
BASPres@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Amazon Smile to Support Bexar Audubon! 

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases

to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice.  AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same

prices, same service.  

San Antonio Area Birding Information 
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Bexar Audubon Society 
Cibolo Nature Center 

Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas 
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center 
San Antonio Audubon Society 

San Antonio Ecotourism 
Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary
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JOIN US!
 

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your

information. 

Membership

To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website.  

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors 
President: Britt Coleman 

Vice President: Greg Pasztor  
Secretary: Ken Butler 

Treasurer: Fred Loxsom 
Members at Large: Jewell Cozort, Anne Parrish 

Committees 
Education & Outreach: Patsy Inglet 

Conservation & Advocacy: Anne Parrish  
Programs: Becca Taylor 

Outings: Sherie Gee 
Communications: Greg Pasztor 

Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds 
Membership: Michael Shaw 

Email us at bexaraudubonsociety@bexaraudubon.org.
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