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Bexar Audubon Society

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Britt Coleman, President
Two important pieces of legislation currently
working their way through Congress need your help.
One is the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA
[HR 2773]) and the other is the Migratory Bird
Protection Act (MBPA [HR 5552]). More bipartisan
cosponsors are needed. At present, RAWA has 103
cosponsors (79D, 24R), while MBPA has 95 cosponsors (90D, 5R). The
action you can take is to both call AND email your U.S. Representative to
ask him or her to sign on as a cosponsor.
If you’re in District 23, contact Tony Gonzales here. In District 21, contact
Chip Roy here. If you aren’t sure who your representative is, click here to
find out, then email AND call to urge your representative to sign on as a
cosponsor. Our representatives will listen if the call is loud and widespread,
so please make your voices heard today.
RAWA, when passed, will provide $1.3 billion annually for habitat
conservation and wildlife preservation. Loss of biodiversity is not just an
environmental problem, it’s an economic one as well. The World Bank
estimates a loss of $2.7 trillion per year to the global economy by 2030 if we
continue on our current path of ecological destruction. Reduction in
biodiversity directly impacts pollination, which has massive ripple effects
through the entire food chain, ultimately ending with the apex predator—us.
RAWA has specific measures to:
Accelerate the recovery of 1,600 U.S. species already listed as
endangered or threatened
Fund conservation efforts for more than 12,000 species of wildlife
and plants in need of assistance
Ensure wildlife recovery efforts will be guided by the Congressionally
mandated State Wildlife Action Plans, which identify specific
strategies to restore the populations of species of greatest
conservation need
Include improvements to ensure funds are appropriately targeted to
the areas of greatest need and facilitate additional investments in
protecting at-risk plant species
It is not an exaggeration to say that RAWA is one of the most important
pieces of environmental legislation since the 1970’s.
MBPA restores and strengthens the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 by
reaffirming long-standing protections for migratory birds against
“incidental take”—that is, unintentional but predictable killing of birds. In
2020, the Trump administration issued a legal memo changing the
interpretation of incidental take which cancelled protections for migratory
birds. By declaring that the law no longer protects birds from unconstrained
incidental take, the petroleum and chemical industries were off the hook for
environmental damage caused by spills, leaks, and blowouts.
In short, MBPA will codify the original definition of incidental take as
statutory law which:
Ensures durable protections for migratory birds from industrial
activities
Provides regulatory certainty to responsible developers in managing
incidental take
Encourages best management practices to avoid bird deaths
Globally, bird populations have been reduced by 30% in the last 50 years
with the bulk of that loss in the last 15 years. This is not a straight-line
progression but an exponential one. We must take swift action now to slow
habitat destruction.
We love birds and we love our members! If you are receiving our
newsletters and attending our programs and are not yet a member of Bexar
Audubon, we welcome your interest. We would also appreciate your
support as a member or donor. You can join and/or donate online using
PayPal. Monthly donations are especially appreciated for keeping our
ongoing activities funded.
No matter where you live and bird, we are only a click away.

D o n' t m i s s o u r p o s t s a n d e v e n t s o n F a c e b o o k , I n s t a g r a m ,
a n d Tw i t t e r. C l i c k o n t h e i c o n s b e l o w t o c h e c k t h e m o u t !

BAS September Meeting
Billion Birds Report!
Presenter: Richard Heilbrun, Program Leader, TPWD
Wednesday, September 22● 6:30 PM ● Zoom

A recently released national report is rocking the bird world. Three billion birds
have disappeared from the planet over the last 50 years, but some bird groups
are rebounding. Why are some birds doing well while others are declining? Which
groups are most at risk? What are wildlife biologists and land managers doing to
slow or reverse the decline? What else can we do? Join wildlife biologist Richard
Heilbrun for an exploration into this groundbreaking discovery and what it
means for Texas and for the birds that we hold dear to us around San Antonio.
Approved for AAMN AT hours.
Richard is a wildlife biologist and a Program Leader for Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department. He's been a biologist for over 20 years and has experience working
with endangered songbirds, ducks, egrets and cranes, quail, dove, raptors, and
even cave invertebrates and mammalian predators. Richard supervises the urban
wildlife and citizen science programs at TPWD and lives in San Antonio with his
family.

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 844 3113 9264
Passcode: 294250
Click here to find your local number to dial in.

BAS October Meeting
The Why and How of Bird Banding
Presenter: Yvette Stewart, Community Outreach Coordinator,
Audubon Texas
Wednesday, October 27● 6:30 PM ● Zoom

Bird banding is a specialized data-gathering method used by ornithologists
across the world and is often misunderstood by the general public. In this talk,
Yvette will explain a little bit of the history and benefits of banding, then
showcase some of the techniques and tools, as well as discuss training and
opportunities for those interested in taking a deeper dive into banding. Approved
for AAMN AT hours.
Yvette Stewart has a Bachelor’s in Wildlife and Conservation Biology from the
University of Rhode Island and is currently completing her Master’s in Education
from the University of Texas. She’s a passionate birder who has helped with bird
banding projects in Saipan, North Carolina, and Texas. A lover of all creatures,
from tiny spiders to soaring eagles, Yvette is most happy when she’s showing
others the wonders of the natural world and prompting people to learn and grow
in the great outdoors. She has been with Audubon Texas since 2018 and
currently leads two statewide programs: Audubon’s Conservation Leaders for
Young Women (ACL) and Bird City Texas (BCT). Both programs are fun and
challenging; Yvette enjoys the wide variety of thoughtful and thought-provoking
people she interacts with in each program.

Click HERE to Join the Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 862 8083 9139
Passcode: 609661
Click here to find your local number to dial in.

September Outings
Tuesday, September 7 | 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Volunteer for a Morning Working
in the Garden at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

Join us to cut back pollinator-loving perennials and pull some weeds to get the
gardens in shape to welcome fall butterflies, hummingbirds, and songbirds. Learn
about native plants while you work. Click here to sign up.
Date: Tuesday, Sept. 7th
Time: 8 AM to 11 AM (If it’s really hot, you can leave earlier if you need to!)
Where: Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, 10750 Pleasanton Rd, San Antonio, TX
78221. The gate will be open.
What to Bring/ What to Wear: Bring plenty of water. Extra water may be kept
in a cooler in the car. Bring loppers or clippers if you have them, and work gloves.
Make sure your name is on them. The Center has some tools and gloves if you do
not have any. Bexar Audubon will provide some snacks. Dress for the heat and
protection from prickly leaves—hat, sunscreen, long sleeves, and long pants.
PLEASE NOTE: Mitchell Lake Audubon Center is requiring that all volunteers
wear masks during this event.
If you have any questions, email Corina Solis at corina.solis@audubon.org or
Patty Leslie Pasztor at agarita@me.com or call/text Patty at 210-837-0577.
Approved for AAMN Volunteer Hours!
Monday, September 13 | 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM

Bexar Audubon Society Tour of the
Frida Kahlo Exhibit at San Antonio Botanical Garden

Enjoy a tour of the Frida Kahlo exhibition and more at the San Antonio Botanical
Garden. This special tour will focus on the animals and animal symbolism
important to Frida Kahlo. Our tour guide, Gabriela Gamez, originally from
Mexico City, is the Art Consultant/Curator of the Frida Kahlo Oasis. After a tour
of the exhibit and the folk art statues, attendees will do some birding on the
grounds. Bring binoculars or BAS can loan you a pair. BAS is receiving a
discounted rate for this tour because our members conduct the Third Saturday
bird walks at SABG. Masks will be required. Read more about the exhibit here.
Sign up here. The tour is limited to 15 people.
Cost: $15.00 for non-SABG members (discounted entry fee + guided tour fee).
$5.00 for SABG members (guided tour fee)
Payment: Bring a check made out to Sherie Gee or bring cash. Sherie will collect
the fees prior to entry into the garden.
Questions?: Contact Sherie Gee (Outings@bexaraudubon.org)

Lights Out Training Materials
Now Available Online

This fall we are conducting the second phase of our 2021 downtown surveys
looking for migratory bird casualties due to building strikes as part of our Bird
City Texas efforts. We have had a great turnout of volunteers signing up, but still
have openings, mostly in October. If you look at the sign-up sheet and see a
survey time and date with only one person's name on a team, you can sign up to
be their partner. If you don't have a partner, we'll assign you to another team so
no one has to survey alone.
Suveys take place Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays between September 7
and October 30. We will meet each survey morning in the Convention Center
Garage at 41 Bowie Street at 5:45 AM (FREE PARKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!),
and each team of two will cover one of three designated areas looking for bird
casualties between 6:00 and 8:00 AM. We have two team leaders scheduled for
each week, and they will need four additional volunteers each of the three days
to staff two additional teams.
Volunteers do NOT need to know how to identify the birds collected. Volunteers
DO need to know how to use the iNaturalist App on their cell phone and the
Project Protocol. All materials for the surveys are furnished; just bring your cell
phone!
TRAINING MATERIALS
All training materials, including the volunteer guide, maps, survey forms, and a
recording of the online training protocol presented August 28, are located here.
Please read the materials and watch the training videos if you have not gone
through the protocol previously. Training is approved for AAMN AT hours and
volunteering on the surveys is approved for AAMN volunteer hours.
VOLUNTEER FOR SURVEYS
SIGN UP HERE to volunteer for the survey dates of your choosing.
QUESTIONS?
Please send an email to Patsy Inglet at Engagement@bexaraudubon.org if you
have any questions.

SAVE THE DATES
1. Saturday, October 9, 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Bexar Audubon Family Outing

at Herff Farm (Cibolo Center for Conservation) in Boerne (Kendall
County), Texas. Come early to shop the Farmer’s Market and enjoy bird
walks for adults and kids, guided walks of the property, and time to connect
and re-connect with bird lovers from all over the Bexar Audubon ninecounty region. Pack your own picnic; drinks furnished by Bexar Audubon
Society. Raffle tickets for prizes.
2. Wednesday, November 17, 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Audubon Fall Feast and
Special Program at the San Antonio Zoo BEASTRO. Join Bexar Audubon,
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, and San Antonio Audubon members and
guests for a pre-program Fiesta Drink, a Fajita Feast,
and an Artful Program by Christina Baal, whose
painting of the Belted Kingfisher graced the Great
Texas Birding Classic T-shirt in 2021. Christina will
bring artwork for sale and will present her aspiration
of painting 10,000 birds in her lifetime. You won’t
want to miss this event! You will receive an eBlast
notifying you when tickets go on sale.

Welcome New BAS Members!
Lain Ellis
Patricia Klimas
Dana Orihel
Andrea Rodriguez

Thank You BAS Donors!
Donation in memory of Frank Kenneth Brown
Britt Coleman
Hill Country Master Naturalists
Karen Moulder
Rebeca Murillo
Dana Orihel
Debra Waters
Lora Reynolds in memory of Bruce Lynxwiler

2021 Monarch Butterfly and
Pollinator Festival

The Monarch Butterfly and Pollinator Festival is set for Saturday, October 16 at
Confluence Park from 10 AM to 2 PM. You’ll learn about the monarch butterfly
migration, the importance of the wildlife pollinators that make one out of every
three bites of our food possible, and our special connections to Canada and
Mexico. The sixth annual Festival unfolds with multiple events this year
throughout October. Click here for more information.

Reduce Plastic Use to Help Combat
Climate Change
By Britt Coleman
We’ve been witnessing the horrors of climate change over the last several years.
From hurricanes dumping oceans of water over Houston to huge forest fires
covering the western U.S., these extreme weather patterns have had an impact
on people, but also wildlife and especially birds. Migration patterns for western
birds was altered due to drought and wildfires along the west coast this past
winter.
It is a big thing, climate change. It seems insurmountable because of its size and
scope. There is some good news…even the diehard climate change deniers in
positions of power are beginning to recognize the reality of what is coming and
that something needs to be done on a grand scale to minimize impact.
However, combating climate change is not only a big problem for big power to
work on, it is something each and every human on the planet has to address. We
all need to make lifestyle changes that minimize our impact on the environment.
If many people make small changes, the sum total results in a huge change.
One small step that each of us can make is to reduce
the plastic that we use, especially single-use plastic.
The Thoughtful Consumer section on our
Conservation News webpage has many suggestions for
items you can use to replace single-use plastic
products.
According to a study published in Science Advances, we only recycle 9% of the
plastic we use globally. The rest ends up in landfills, blowing down the highway, or
worse, in our waterways and oceans. Just think, every toothbrush you have ever
used since you were a kid still exists. So please keep in mind the four R’s of
sustainability: Reduce–Reuse–Recycle–Recover.

New Conservation License Plate
A new conservation license plate designed by Houston Audubon and sponsored
by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is now available. The new plate is
dedicated to protecting birds and their habitat and
features an Eastern Meadowlark, an iconic prairie species
commonly found throughout Texas. This species was
chosen because it is in need of conservation action and the
habitat is one that Houston Audubon is deeply committed
to restoring. For each license plate, $22 of the annual $30
fee will be used toward Houston Audubon’s bird
conservation efforts. For more information, visit the Conservation License Plate
page on Houston Audubon’s website.

2021-2022 Duck Stamps Now Available

The 2021-22 Federal Duck Stamp featuring a Lesser Scaup drake is available for
purchase now through December 31, 2021, or as long a supplies last. Duck
Stamps still cost only $25 (the face value) each. You can buy your Duck Stamp by
mail by adding just $1 extra per order for as many stamps as you want to purchase
at one time. To purchase your stamps, send your order with the following
information:
Your Name
Your Mailing Address
Check made payable to Bexar Audubon Society for the total number of
stamps in your order, plus $1 postage and handling per order.
Mail your information and check to:
Bexar Audubon Society
P.O. Box 6084
San Antonio, TX 78209-6084
Your Duck Stamp shows that you support Migratory Birds and their habitats
AND it will admit you to any National Wildlife Refuge that charges an entry fee.

Native Plant Society of Texas Offers Course in
San Antonio: Native Landscape for Birds

Learn about creating landscapes to attract birds to your backyard! This class is
specific to the San Antonio area and is held in two separate sessions.
·
·
·
·

Learn the importance of birds and Texas’ role in bird migration.
Understand the relationship between birds and native plants.
Identify threats to birds and steps to reduce them.
Discover 40 native Texas plants for attracting birds to your landscape.

Continuing Education Credit:
Texas Nursery and Landscape Association (TNLA): 6 CEUs
Texas Master Naturalist or Master Gardeners: 7 hrs advanced training
September 25, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 12 noon (Presentation on Zoom)
October 1 or 3, 2021
Plant walks scheduled at different times during each day (approx. 1.5 hours)
at Confluence Park, 310 W. Mitchell Street, San Antonio
This class is split into two sessions. Week 1 is an online presentation on Zoom on
the topic and plants. Week 2 (the following weekend) is a plant walk at
Confluence Park. Attendance at both sessions is required to get credit for
attendance.
Registration fee for Native Landscapes for Birds:
$50 – Native Plant Society Members; $65 – Non-members
Register here
For more information, or mail-in registration, contact NLCP Coordinator Meg
Inglis @ 512/589-1316.

MITCHELL LAKE AUDUBON CENTER

Summer Hours are through September 12
Thursday/Friday/Saturday/Sunday
7:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Last entry at noon.
Fall/Winter Hours begin September 16
Thursdays by appointment only.
Friday/Saturday/Sunday
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Last entry at 2:00 PM.
Monthly Birding Tours
Pre-register online at MLAC website
September 5, 12, 19, and 26
Every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM
FREE for members | $10 for Non Members
Register Here
Parking Lot Birding at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
Co-sponsored by Bexar Audubon Society
Saturday, September 25, 6:00 – 7:30 PM
Guest Presenter: Jennifer L. Bristol
In Person - Outdoor | FREE
Registration Required | Register Here
Join author Jennifer L. Bristol for a fun evening of birding and discussing her
new book, Parking Lot Birding: A Fun Guide to Discovering Birds in Texas. The
fall migration in Texas is as exciting as the spring migration
and Mitchell Lake Audubon Center is the perfect place to
observe and experience this annual occurrence. Jennifer will
share tales from her book and lead a bird walk through the
nature center campus and of course, the parking lots. She will
sign books after the program. Books available for preorder
when registering or day of purchase at Nature Gift Shop.
Online Events and Webinars
Intro to Native Plants
Thursday, September 30, 6:00 – 7:00 PM
Presenter: Corina Solis
Zoom Presentation | Registration Required | FREE
Register Here
There are few better ways to attract birds to your backyard than by
incorporating native plants in your landscape. Join the staff of Mitchell Lake
Audubon Center for an introduction to high value native plants in San
Antonio. During this beginner level class, we will discuss the benefits of
native plants and their benefits for both birds and people! You will come
away from this presentation with practical suggestions for plants to
incorporate into your landscape in San Antonio, as well as ideas for
additional garden features to help create an inviting space for birds.
Approved for SAWS Gardenstyle Rewards Points.
Visit the MLAC website or email mlac@audubon.org or call 210/628-1639.

Call for BAS Volunteers

Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand.
Educators/Birders with Spanish Language Skills for teaching and
translating
Committee members to help our hard-working Committee Chairs
Board members with new ideas and organizational skills
To Volunteer, contact BAS President Britt Coleman:
BASPres@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Amazon Smile to Support Bexar Audubon!

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.

San Antonio Area Birding Information

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center
Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society
San Antonio Ecotourism
Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary

RSS

JOIN US!

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your
information.

Membership
To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website.

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors

President: Britt Coleman
Vice President: Greg Pasztor
Secretary: Ken Butler
Treasurer: Fred Loxsom
Members at Large: Jewell Cozort, Steven Mitchell, Anne Parrish

Committees

Education & Engagement: Patsy Inglet
Conservation & Advocacy: Anne Parrish
Programs: Becca Taylor
Outings: Sherie Gee
Communications: Greg Pasztor
Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
Membership: Michael Shaw

Email us at bexaraudubonsociety@bexaraudubon.org.
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