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BAS Leadership

President's Message
Britt Coleman, President
We all know that if you love something, you care for
it. At our annual board retreat in June, we spent a lot
of time working on plans to care for birds. Our goals
for the next fiscal year (July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023),
point to advancing these core principles:
1. Bring people to nature by providing lots of opportunities to learn
about and explore birds through outings and programs.
2. Preserve and expand bird habitat through conservation efforts.
3. Make Central Texas a safer place for birds by reducing hazards and
advocating for bird-friendly policies.
If you believe in caring for birds and our environment, we encourage you to
get involved with Bexar Audubon. Here are some ways you can help:
The Advocacy and Conservation committee strives to preserve habitat and
improve our environment. We work with other conservation-oriented nonprofits to build interdisciplinary teams to extend our reach and impact. We
need members to speak for the birds as we work with these organizations
to ensure responsible growth, keep our waterways clean, and prevent
pollution of our aquifers. The opportunity to work with these teams is an
amazing way to learn about our Hill Country environment.
The Community Grants committee solicits proposals from schools,
churches, and other community organizations for projects that advance the
principles listed above. The community grant is designed to combine
learning, hands-in-dirt action, and nature to make a difference at the local
level. The creativity of the proposals is inspiring beyond words. Join this
team to evaluate proposals, decide funding levels, and monitor projects.
Consider joining our Board of Directors to help define Bexar Audubon’s
strategy to be an efficient, effective organization for positive change. We
believe strongly in diversity and seek individuals from all backgrounds to
help lead us to into the future.
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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As an all-volunteer organization, we need your help. Participation is the key
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to success. Email PresBAS@bexaraudubon.org today or talk to any of our
board members or committee chairs to find out more about how you can
help.
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BAS Board OElection: I'd like to thank all of you who voted in our election
for two new board officers. Patsy Inglet is now Vice President and Steven
Mitchell is Treasurer. I want to express my appreciation to Greg Pasztor
(former VP) and Fred Loxsom (former Treasurer) for the many years of
service they have given to BAS.
We love birds and we love our members! If you are receiving our
newsletters and attending our programs and are not yet a member of Bexar
Audubon, we welcome your interest. We would also appreciate your
support as a member or donor. You can join and/or donate online using
PayPal. Monthly donations are especially appreciated for keeping our
ongoing activities funded.
No matter where you live and bird, we are only a click away.

D o n' t m i s s o u r p o s t s a n d e v e n t s o n
F a c e b o o k , I n s t a g r a m , Tw i t t e r, a n d V i m e o . C l i c k o n t h e
icons below to check them out!

BAS JULY MEETING

Wednesday, July 27 | 6:30 to 8:00 PM | Zoom

Birds and Photography from Wingbeat Atlas:
Images and poems celebrating citizens of the
sky

https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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Award-winning poet Lucy Griffith and photographer Ken Butler have
created Wingbeat Atlas, a collection of poems and images celebrating Texas
birds. The collection has recently been published by FlowerSong Press. Ken
will discuss a selection of images from the volume, including the
photographic process and the birds themselves. Approved for AAMN AT
hours.
About Ken Butler
Ken is an avid photographer and obsessive birder. An active retiree in
Kendall County, Ken is also a Texas Master Naturalist
and a member of Bexar Audubon Society. He holds
BS and MS degrees in geophysics from Texas A&M. A
major life goal is to interest his grandchildren in
birding.
About Lucy Griffith
Lucy lives beside the Guadalupe River near Comfort, Texas. As a retired
psychologist, she explored the imagined life of the
Burro Lady of West Texas in her debut collection, We
Make a Tiny Herd, earning both the Wrangler and
Willa Prizes. Her second collection, Wingbeat Atlas
has been released by FlowerSong Press. She has been
a Bread Loaf scholar and is a Certified Master
Naturalist.
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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BAS AUGUST MEETING

Wednesday, August 24 | 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM | Zoom

New insights into the genetics of the
Golden-Cheeked Warbler
Dr. Giri Athrey, Associate Professor, Texas A&M University

The endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler is a prized sentinel of Texas natural
history and an emblem of Hill Country heritage. Over its documented history,
various tools and approaches have been used to determine its abundance, make
management determinations, and assess the success of conservation practices.
Since the species' protection began, intensive management practices have helped
increase the numbers of Golden-cheeked Warblers. As the current habitat range
continues to experience increased urbanization and land conversion, there is a
continuing need for understanding the status of remaining populations. In 2011,
Dr. Athrey published a genetic study documenting a steep genetic decline over
the prior century, presumably resulting from the massive landscape change. With
the upcoming species assessment, the speaker and colleagues have undertaken a
new study to revisit the genetic status of the species to determine how the
populations are faring, and how this information can inform future management
decisions. He will be presenting new insights into the genetics of the Goldenhttps://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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About Dr. Athrey
Dr. Athrey has a Ph.D. in Evolutionary & Environmental Biology from the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He was promoted to Associate Professor
with tenure in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Texas A&M
University. He credits his family, mentors, and colleagues for their role in helping
him reach this stage. More importantly, he credits the work of talented students
and postdocs for the success of his research program.

Join the August 24 Zoom Meeting HERE
Meeting ID: 881 9385 5952
Passcode: 654129
Click HERE to find your local number to call in

In-person Workshop
Monday, August 15 | 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM | Friedrich Wilderness Park

How to Lead a Bird Walk
Presenters: Patsy Inglet and Sherie Gee

Leading a bird walk is one of the best ways to share your passion for birds with
others. Everyone who leads their first bird walk feels unqualified. You can lead a
successful bird walk even if you are not an expert birder. Identifying birds is only
one part of having a bird walk that's fun and educational for everyone. It also
requires good social skills and the ability to make adjustments based on the
needs of the group. BAS members Patsy Inglet and Sherie Gee will offer an inhttps://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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person workshop in the Friedrich Wilderness Park classroom, followed by a walk
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The workshop is limited to 20 participants. Please sign up here.

BAS Webinar
Inland Shorebirds of Texas: World Travelers,
Inland Wanderers
Wednesday, September 7 | 6:00 to 8:00 PM | $5
The webinar will be followed by a field trip on Saturday, September 10 to
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

BAS Vice President Patsy Inglet will lead this webinar to help you learn about 14
species of shorebirds that can be found in Central Texas. Why focus on
shorebirds so far from the coastal shore? Because not every bird found at the
shore is a shorebird, and not every shorebird is found at the coastal shore. Many
shorebirds migrate right through the middle of North America in the Central
Flyway and stop over on the shores of rivers, lakes, ponds, and other wetlands as
they make their way on their migration; some stay to breed.

https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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and the field trip to the wetlands at Mitchell Lake Audubon
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Center on Saturday, September 10 from 8 to 10 AM, you will be better able to
identify Central Texas shorebirds and appreciate the marathon journeys these
birds make every year.
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Register and pay ($5) for the Wednesday, September 7th Webinar HERE
You will receive a link to join the webinar after you've registered.
Sign up for the Saturday, September 10th outing to Mitchell Lake HERE
The outing will take place from 8:00 to 10:00 AM. A $5 entry fee will be charged
for those who are not members of Mitchell Lake Audubon Center. You must
attend the online webinar to attend the outing at Mitchell Lake, which is limited
to 20 people.

Bexar Audubon Outings
Masking protocols below are required regardless of vaccination status, so be
sure to bring a mask (N95 or equivalent preferred) with you.
o Masking is optional for socially distanced situations outdoors
o Masking is required if social distancing is not possible, such as when
carpooling or for any indoor segment

Golf Course Surveys
As part of our Bird City Texas initiatives, Bexar Audubon is looking for volunteers
to help survey at various public golf courses this summer. Please email Sherie
(outings@bexaraudubon.org) if you can help. Dates for surveys are listed below.
July 5th - Northern Hills (Tuesday)
July 11th - Mission Del Lago (Monday)
July 18th - Willow Springs (Monday)
July 25th - Cedar Creek (Monday)
July 27th - Brackenridge (Wednesday)

Travis Audubon
Purple Martin Parties in July
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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Starting in July, Travis Audubon will be hosting Purple Martin Parties where
people will congregate to watch 400,000+ Purple Martins “swirl” into their
roosting site at sunset. Birders and non-birders alike will be entertained by
the show, so bring your family, friends, and neighbors for an evening of fun
in an Austin-area parking lot. Travis Audubon is on the lookout for this
year's roosting site and will provide location and date details once they
know more. Click here for updates.

Welcome New BAS Members!
New Members
Jewell Cozort
Mary Dierolf
Samantha Gonzalez
Margarita Hernandez
Tina Kenney
M. V. Poffenberger
Juanita Price
Aubree Ricks
Mary Rose
Karen Wilson

Thank You BAS Donors!
Britt Coleman
Don Kirchoff
Joan Miller
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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New Duck Stamps are Available

The 2022-23 Federal Duck Stamp, this year featuring a pair of Redheads, is
available for purchase from June 24 through December 15, 2022, or as long as
supplies last.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service produces the Stamp, which raises
approximately $40 MILLION in sales each year. These crucial dollars are
deposited into the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund, and they go toward the
acquisition or lease of habitat in the National Refuge System from willing sellers.
Eighty-five years after the Stamp was established, sales of the Duck Stamp to
hunters, bird watchers, outdoor enthusiasts, and collectors have raised more
than $1 BILLION. This amount has gone to conserve SIX MILLION acres of
wetland and grassland habitat for birds and other wildlife, providing meaningful
opportunities to enjoy our National Wildlife Refuge System.
Duck Stamps still cost only $25 (the face value) each. Your Duck Stamp shows
that you support Migratory Birds and their Habitats AND it will admit you to any
National Wildlife Refuge that charges an entry fee. You can buy your Duck
Stamps by mail by adding just $1 extra per order for as many stamps as you want
to purchase at one time.
To purchase your stamps, send your order with the following information:
Your Name
Your Mailing Address
Check made payable to Bexar Audubon Society for the total number of
stamps in your order, plus $1 postage and handling per order.
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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The first 10 people who order a Duck Stamp will get a FREE Duck
Stamp holder to attach the stamp to binoculars or field bag!

BAS Mini-Grant Program Updates
BAS awarded grants in December of 2021 to fund 14 community initiatives that
support the goals of the Bird City program. All of these projects are currently
underway and we have received photos and updates from several of the project
leaders.
Teresa Craig, Kirchoff Prairie Bird Boxes: The BAS Mini-Grant funding allowed
project volunteers to construct 30 bird boxes and make repairs on older boxes at
the Kirchoff Prairie. These new boxes, along with several owl and duck boxes
contributed by Don Kirchoff, co-owner of Kirchoff Prairie,
brought the total number of boxes to 110 on the 200-acre
prairie. The $400 Mini-Grant paid for wood-working
supplies (hole-saw, raw linseed oil, paint brushes, screws)
and lumber (cedar pickets, cedar boards, pine boards).
Joy Tuxhorn, Young Women’s Leadership Academy Pollinator Garden: Grant
funds were used for native nectar plants; fruits,
vegetables, and herbs; seeds; compost and mulch;
lumber for plants beds; bench table supplies; and
binoculars.

Pollinator Garden: We were able to maintain the beds we created last year
as well as adding 3 more pollinator beds. We planted native nectar plants,
vegetables, and herbs. Along with planting, we were also able to weed,
create a drip irrigation system, and add compost and mulch to the beds. We
were also able to build 10 convertible bench-tables to create an outdoor
garden space.
STEAM Class: In the 6th grade STEAM class, we were able to research
native plants and pollinators to select the appropriate plants and design for
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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The girls were able to utilize the garden in biodiversity surveys, Translate
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lessons about our ecoregion, and urban gardening. A favorite activity was
making wildflower seed bombs to use around the neighborhood.
Urban Bird Project: Partnering with UTSA, our students were able to work
with UTSA professors to engage our students in bird-focused ecological
research and increase cross-cultural understanding of the importance of
birds across communities. We were able to go on several bird walks within
the community as well as hold a symposium where our students were able
to present their research to the community.

Amanda Kingman, South San Antonio ISD: Some of the completed work is an
Introduction to the Conservation of Birds with birdhouse construction and
decorating with birdseed for attracting more birds and a pledge to create
awareness of how to conserve birds in their environment. Also, we had a
wonderful presentation about birds and conservation by Erin Magerl from
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center. We also asked students to map out a garden
including measurements, types and number of plants, and plant locations.
Pamela Ball, Headwaters Sanctuary at Incarnate Word: Funds were awarded
($250) to help pay for printing Headwaters Sanctuary, Upper Field, and Invasive
Plant brochures. To date, 500 copies of the Headwaters Sanctuary tri-fold
brochure have been printed and 500 more will be printed in October when the
brochure is updated. The new Invasive Plant tri-fold brochure will be printed in
early July. The Upper Field brochure will be finalized in the third quarter to
include the new native grass prairie, the recently added birding corridor, the new
garden observation loop, the recently installed Purple Martin eight-gourd
station, and the final Circle of the Springs Garden pollinator plant listing.
Herlinda Martinez-Longoria, Columbia Heights Elementary: Bexar Audubon
Society awarded Columbia Heights Elementary a mini-grant toward our
“Butterfly Kisses and Garden Wishes” project. The goal of the project was not
only to beautify our outdoor space, but to provide outdoor learning
opportunities. The mini grant allowed us to
construct seven new garden boxes in the courtyard,
playscape, and garden areas of our campus. Five of
our new garden boxes will have a multitude of
varieties of flowers to serve as pollinators and birdfriendly habitats. The other two garden boxes were
added to our existing garden space to provide
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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space for fruits and vegetables. Grant funds went toward the Translate
Issues
purchase of our starter plants, soil, mulch, and some garden tools. Our students
and teachers have thoroughly enjoyed our gardens growing. Students did not
only use the gardens for study space, they took measurements to track growth,
they helped weed the gardens, they harvested vegetables, picked flowers, and
helped maintain feeders to attract friends in nature. They also recorded the
various birds they saw on the grounds.
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Don Kirchoff, Kirchoff Prairie: The BAS grant made possible construction in
February of two 50’ X 50’ plots enclosed by 6’ welded steel wire fencing to
protect Manfreda seedlings from predation. The seedling population was reduced
by a hard freeze in late February and there were a few losses during
transplanting. Two transplanting events in March
and April resulted in about 200 healthy plants
growing in protected areas. Additional seedlings
are being grown with plans to transplant them to
the existing plots this fall.
Extreme drought conditions require that the transplants be watered. The
surviving young Manfreda plants are healthy despite the drought. They are
expected to flower and produce seeds in a couple years, eventually expanding the
population to at least 500 adult plants, the number needed to support a
population of the endangered Manfreda Giant-Skipper.
Becky Etzler, Riverside Nature Center: The purchase of eight Nikon ProStaff 3S
binoculars has greatly enhanced both our youth and adult education programs.
Binoculars are now available to borrow during our monthly Bird Walk & Talks,
averaging 15 birders per month. Visitors are
encouraged to use them as part of their experience
at our bird blind. Easy check- out is available at the
reception desk. A class on beginner binocular use
was added to the curriculum for three field trips;
Heritage School 4th grade class of 12 students,
Grace Academy K-5 with 23 students, and Adult
Advantage Care with 10 clients. The afterschool
program with the Doyle Community Center has
been put on hold due to staffing changes at the
community center. It is our hope to revisit this
opportunity next year.
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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can continue to support conservation projects like these, we need
Past Issues
your financial contributions. You can make a contribution here and designate
your funds to be applied to the BAS Mini-Grant Program.
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Mitchell Lake Audubon Center Bond Funds

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center (MLAC) Director Sara Beasley reports the May
2022 City of San Antonio bond package for parks and open spaces will provide a
more equitable investment in green spaces, including MLAC on the south side.
The proposed site improvements made possible with the City bond investment
will allow MLAC to become a free-entry space with enhanced education and
gathering spaces, while continuing to protect a natural area in a quickly
developing community. With Texas A&M University San Antonio to the west, and
the Mission del Lago community and Navistar plant to the east, it’s only a matter
of time before Mitchell Lake is an island of respite contributing to the benefits of
the built spaces on the south side.
Over the next few years, you will see additional picnic and rest areas along the
trails, resurfaced driving trails to be accessible in all weather conditions, new
viewing stations, and an expanded education pavilion area for field trips, parties,
events, workshops, and more.

A Brief Explanation of Audubon Groups in
the San Antonio Area
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3

14/21

7/1/22, 8:20 AM

Your July/August BAS newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

San Antonio newcomers and longtime residents alike are understandably
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confused about the differences in the three Audubon entities in the San
Antonio area. Sara Beasley, Director of Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
(MLAC), provided us with this explanation.

Subscribe

Translate

The name "Audubon" is a proper noun and cannot be copyrighted. Many
organizations and companies across the country use the "Audubon" name
and are not affiliated with the National Audubon Society, nor our mission to
protect birds and the places they need.
MLAC is operated by the National Audubon Society and their staff
members. Learn more about Audubon at Audubon.org.
Bexar Audubon Society is the local Audubon-affiliated chapter and is a
separate 501c3 nonprofit from the National Audubon Society. Bexar
Audubon Society members live in Bexar and the surrounding counties:
Atascosa, Bandera, Comal, Guadalupe, Kendall, Kerr, Medina, and Wilson
Counties.
The San Antonio Audubon Society is not affiliated with the National
Audubon Society, MLAC, or Bexar Audubon. San Antonio Audubon is a local
nonprofit and birding club.
Although separate nonprofit organizations, the Mitchell Lake Audubon
Center, Bexar Audubon Society, and San Antonio Audubon Society often
work together locally to better the world for birds. Many people are
members of all three entities in the San Antonio area, as well as National
Audubon.

Urge U.S. Senators from Texas
to Vote YES!
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Passage in the U.S. House of Representatives of the Recovering America’s
Wildlife Act has created great momentum—we just need to keep it up and
get a vote on the Senate floor, and across the finish line! We need messages
from constituents pouring into U.S. Senate offices in Texas—and across the
country—in July, well before Senators go on recess in August. Please
contact our U.S. Senators and ask them to vote YES for this bill.
When you contact your Senator, you can ask for a Yes vote with a message
like this one: The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act enjoys a broad base of
bipartisan support and is supported by a wide range of sportsman groups,
conservation organizations, ranchers, businesses, and others. Senator ______,
this piece of legislation is one that many thousands of Texans care deeply
about. It will benefit industry, business, agriculture, outdoor recreation, and
the quality of life of all Texans. We urge you to vote YES on the Recovering
America’s Wildlife Act.

Looking for a New Scope or Binoculars?
The National Audubon Society has created a guide to buying a spotting
scope and a guide to buying binoculars. The guides break down suggestions
by price-range. You can also visit our local retail partner, Wild Birds
Unlimited, for additional information.

https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

Summer Seasonal Hours
June 14 - September 12
Tuesday through Thursday, 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Friday through Sunday, 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Monthly Birding Tours
Pre-register online at MLAC website
Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM (except for the 5th Sunday)
FREE for members | $10 for Non-members
Register Here

https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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BAS Call for Volunteers

Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand.
https://mailchi.mp/6f094d2c4055/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-8906854?e=31796636a3
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Community Grants Committee to assist with choosing recipients for BAS mini-grants
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Advocacy and Conservation Committee to help advocate for birds while
attending meetings of various organizations
Board members with new ideas and organizational skills

Subscribe

To Volunteer, contact BAS President Britt Coleman:
PresBAS@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Smile.Amazon.com to Support BAS

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com. Amazon
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our organization
when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of choice. AmazonSmile is the same
Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.

San Antonio Area Birding Info

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center
Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society
San Antonio Ecotourism
Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary
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Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You do not
have to be a member and we will never share your information.

Membership
To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership page on our
website.

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors
President: Britt Coleman
Vice President: Patsy Inglet
Secretary: Ken Butler
Treasurer: Steven Mitchell
Member at Large: Jewell Cozort

Committees

Education & Engagement: Patsy Inglet
Conservation & Advocacy: Britt Coleman
Programs: Becca Taylor
Outings: Sherie Gee
Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
Membership: Michael Shaw

Email us at info@bexaraudubon.org.
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