7/1/22, 8:18 AM

Your March/April BAS newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

View this email in your browser

M a r c h /A p r i l 2 0 2 2 N e w s l e t t e r
In this issue:

Visit our website for updates:

President's Message

Bexar Audubon Society

BAS March 23 Meeting
BAS April 27 Meeting
April 2 iNat Workshop & BioBlitz
May 4 Special Program: Ted Lee Eubanks
Climate Watch Summer Surveys
BAS Outings
New Members & Donors
Texas Women in Conservation Luncheon
March 12 & April 24 Wilson County Bird
Surveys
Help Birds Migrate Safely
May 7 City Bond Election
City Nature Challenge April 29 - May 2
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
BAS Call for Volunteers
Shop AmazonSmile

https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3

1/19

7/1/22, 8:18 AM

Your March/April BAS newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

SA Birding Info
Subscribe
Past Issues
BAS Leadership

Translate

President's Message
Britt Coleman, President
Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) is engaged in the community to do what it can
to protect birds and their habitat. Examples include supporting Audubon
Texas in adding Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
improvements to the bond project set for approval by
voters on May 7. Another is supporting prairie
restoration by assisting and training landowners on
how to conduct bird surveys on their property.
Activism Can Enact Change: Recently a small but dedicated group of
citizens managed to delay the cutting of trees in Brackenridge Park.
Unfortunately, this will do nothing to stop the city from engaging in a full
deterrence program to prevent colonial birds from nesting near Lambert
Beach.
The question that hasn’t been answered by the city is where do they want
the birds to move? At present, the city is leaving it up to random chance. We
feel this is a strategic error, as the birds could move to another unwanted
area, creating the same problem all over again.
We are advocating for a proactive approach by establishing habitatfriendly artificial nesting structures in areas where the birds will be both
safe and welcome. In consultation with other experts, we are in the process
of developing a researched, thought-out plan to present to the city.
Fight to Protect the Golden-cheeked Warbler: Another area of activism
involves the beloved Golden-cheeked Warbler. Once again, the General
Land Office (GLO) of Texas under the leadership of George P. Bush and a
right-wing activist group called the Texas Public Policy Foundation are suing
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to delist the warbler from the endangered
species list.
The GLO manages the assets of the Land Trust that funds our statesupported universities. In 2004, the state law was changed to allow land
speculation by the GLO. As a result, the GLO bought thousands of acres of
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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Hill Country land with the intent of making money on the rising land values.
Past Issues
Nearly all this land is protected habitat of the warbler and thus limits the
use and value of the GLO’s massive investment. The only way for the GLO to
make good on its shortsighted investment strategy is to delist the Goldencheeked Warbler and open the Hill Country to unlimited development. As
anyone who loves birds and the Hill Country can see, this is a disastrous
outcome should Bush and his cohorts succeed.
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Take Action: BAS calls upon all its members throughout the Hill Country
and beyond to write/call both state senators and legislators to speak against
this action. If we raise enough noise to show the state government the level
of opposition, the lawsuit can be stopped. Click here, enter your address,
and you’ll be able to directly contact your State Senator and House
Representative.
We love birds and we love our members! If you are receiving our
newsletters and attending our programs and are not yet a member of Bexar
Audubon, we welcome your interest. We would also appreciate your
support as a member or donor. You can join and/or donate online using
PayPal. Monthly donations are especially appreciated for keeping our
ongoing activities funded.
No matter where you live and bird, we are only a click away.

D o n' t m i s s o u r p o s t s a n d e v e n t s o n
F a c e b o o k , I n s t a g r a m , Tw i t t e r, a n d V i m e o . C l i c k o n t h e
icons below to check them out!

BAS MARCH MEETING
March 23 | 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM | Zoom

The Edwards Aquifer and San Marcos Springs
Gregg Eckhardt, Environmental Scientist
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The Edwards Aquifer is a unique groundwater system and one of the greatest
natural resources on Earth. In recent decades, demand for water in the region
has increased well beyond the Aquifer's capacity to provide for a growing
population. Increasing concerns about the welfare of endangered species and
regional economies that depend on springflows from the Aquifer have become
defining issues for Central Texas. Gregg Eckhardt will describe how it works and
how it is managed, and discuss the environmental, social, and cultural importance
of places like San Marcos Springs. Approved for AAMN AT hours.
About Gregg Eckhardt: Gregg is an environmental scientist with 33 years of
experience in environmental modeling and analysis, water resource planning and
development, state and federal permitting, and water
treatment. As Senior Analyst for the San Antonio Water
System, he is involved in the planning, operations, and
management of the city's water supply and wastewater.
He is known as the Nerd King of South Texas Water
History.

Join the March 23 Zoom Meeting HERE
Meeting ID: 880 4575 3971
Passcode: 616892
Click HERE to find your local number to call in

BAS APRIL MEETING
Wednesday, April 27 | 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM | Online

Victoria Winter Hummingbirds:
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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Dr. Brent Ortego, Wildlife Biologist

Dr. Brent Ortego, a retired biologist with the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, spent 34 years working on nongame and endangered species issues
in Texas. He began banding birds under a permit held by Dr. Ross Dawkins from
San Angelo in 1995. One of his projects was banding hummingbirds at his home
in Victoria County from 1995 – 2010. During the first
winter, he banded 14 hummingbirds, which eventually led
to a peak wintering population of 160 birds. During his
presentation to BAS, Dr. Ortego will discuss these amazing
birds, and how that remarkable increase of Victoria winter
hummingbirds occurred. Approved for AAMN AT hours.

Join the April 27 Zoom Meeting HERE
Meeting ID: 832 6441 9488
Passcode: 255962
Click HERE to find your local number to call in
Top photo: Rufous Hummingbird, courtesy of Dr. Brent Ortego

Saturday, April 2, 2022
Texas A&M University—San Antonio

Using iNaturalist for Science and Learning
Workshop & BioBlitz
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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Texas Nature Trackers Biologist Craig Hensley will lead an in-person workshop
about using iNaturalist in the field to take photos of and identify plants and
animals with this global community science app. Learn how your observations
help scientists understand when and where organisms occur, and how to connect
with experts to help identify the observations you share. Knowing how to use
iNaturalist is also necessary if you plan to participate in the City Nature
Challenge April 29 – May 2.
Create an iNaturalist account on your computer first, then download the app to
your phone.
Workshop: 9:30 – 11:15 AM: Texas A&M University—San Antonio, One
University Way, Science & Technology Building, Classroom 241, San Antonio,
TX 78224
BioBlitz: Noon to 2:00 PM: Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, 10750 Pleasanton
Rd, San Antonio, TX 78221
The Workshop and BioBlitz are open to everyone, including Texas A&M—San
Antonio students. Pre-registration is required and you can sign up at
BexarAudubon.org/Meetings-Events. The best place to park at Texas A&M—San
Antonio is in Lot 2. Parking is free and no permit is required.
You MUST attend the class and the BioBlitz to receive course credit or Master
Naturalist Advanced Training hours. The BioBlitz at Mitchell Lake Audubon
Center is open only to those who attend the workshop.
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Sponsored by Bexar Audubon Society and TPWD Texas Nature Trackers

Migratory Bird Month Special Presentation Online
Co-sponsored by Bexar Audubon Society &
Native Plant Society of Texas – San Antonio Chapter
Wednesday, May 4, 7:00 PM | $5

The Texas Hill Country:
An Ecological Collage
Presenter: Ted Lee Eubanks

I-35 now dominates the line between Austin and San Antonio. Yet, among
the urban sprawl surrounding this freeway, there is an unexpected collage
of disparate habitats and ecosystems. Blackland prairie, Edwards Plateau,
South Texas brushland, Crosstimbers, and even the Llano Uplift are within a
short distance of Austin and San Antonio. Each of these ecosystems
supports its own flora and fauna, in some cases species that are unique to
this part of the world.
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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Ted Lee Eubanks has spent the past 25 years studying and photographing
this singular region of Texas. In his talk, Ted will discuss these disparate
parts of the Texas Hill Country and show many of his images of both the
plants and animals that inhabit these different habitats. Ted will conclude by
discussing ways in which this unique area is currently threatened and what
we need to do to protect the Texas Hill Country for future generations.
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To Buy Your Ticket ($5) Click HERE: You will receive a link to register for
the Zoom meeting.
YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THE MEETING TO RECEIVE THE LINK THAT
ADMITS YOU TO THE PROGRAM.
APPROVED FOR MASTER NATURALIST ADVANCED TRAINING
About Ted Lee Eubanks
Ted Lee Eubanks is a certified interpretive planner, certified heritage
interpreter, and professional photographer who has
lived in Austin for over 25 years. Over his career, Ted
has worked around the world on a variety of
interpretive projects, many focusing on birds and
nature. For example, Ted and his company, Fermata,
developed the Texas Birding and Wildlife Trails for
Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPW), and worked with
TPW on the development of the World Birding Centers in South Texas.
Most recently, Ted worked with BirdsCaribbean in developing the
Caribbean Birding Trail. For the past four years, Ted has photographed the
wildflowers of the Texas Hill Country for a forthcoming exhibit and book.

Join Climate Watch Summer Surveys
Help build a better world for birds
when you participate in Climate Watch
Climate change is the biggest threat to birds around the world.
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Learn how you can help by counting climate-threatened species in Audubon’s
bird and climate change community science program—Climate Watch.
Audubon’s 2022 Climate Watch summer season is May 15 - June 15, and
volunteers are needed to participate in this community science effort. Climate
Watch is a national project to explore how birds are responding to climate
change. The groundbreaking report Survival by Degrees: 389 Bird Species on the
Brink used Climate Watch data to expand the details of bird migration and
distribution. Explore the implications of climate change for birds in Bexar County
here. Learn more about how climate change will reshape the range of the Lesser
Goldfinch here.
Requirements: A time commitment of 2-4 hours at least once between May 15
and June 15 to survey at least one 10km x10km (6 square miles) section for the
Lesser Goldfinch. You can enter your data into eBird via phone app then submit it
to National Audubon through a designated portal. Approved for AAMN hours.
Online Live Training Sessions:
Monday, May 9, 6:00-8:00 PM: New Surveyor Training
Tuesday, May 10, 6:00-7:00 PM: Refresher for Experienced Surveyors
To sign up for Climate Watch training or to be a surveyor, please email Patsy
Inglet: engagement@bexaraudubon.org
Click here to access the training materials presented in the winter Zoom
session.

Bexar Audubon Outings
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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Masking protocols below are required regardless of vaccination status, so be
Past Issues
sure to bring a mask (N95 or equivalent preferred) with you.
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o Masking is optional for socially distanced situations outdoors
o Masking is required if social distancing is not possible, such as when
carpooling or for any indoor segment
Joshua Springs Park and Preserve, Kendall County
Saturday, April 16 | 8:00 AM to 10:30 AM
Ken Butler (kenbbutler67@gmail.com; 713-409-8656), BAS Secretary, will lead
this bird walk at Joshua Springs Park and Preserve at 716 FM 289 in Kendall
County, located on the west side of I-10 between Boerne and Comfort. Take Exit
533 from I-10 and continue on FM 289 until you reach the park (you will cross
under I-10). Meet in the main parking lot near the Joshua Springs pond (next to
the public restroom building). The general walk will cover the pond dam, South
Bank Loop, Sotol Ridge, Billy Goat-to-Allen Creek Trace, and then come back to
the parking lot along the Two Creeks Rd/trail. We will explore a variety of
habitats with some moderate elevation changes. Bring water. Limited to 15
people, including the leader. Sign up here.

Castroville Regional Park Bird Walk
Friday, April 29 | 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Tom and Patsy Inglet will lead us on a bird walk at Castroville Regional Park,
located in the southwest part of Castroville at 816 Alsace Avenue, Castroville, TX
78009. The park consists of 126 wooded acres on the Medina River and 4.5 miles
of trails. This trip is limited to 15 people, including the leaders. Please wear shoes
appropriate for rocky paths and bring water. We will meet in the upper parking
lot of the park and look for spring migrants as well as resident birds.
Directions: Take US 90 West to Castroville. At the end of the Medina River bridge
you enter Castroville, turn left onto Florence Street, and follow the signs to the
park. We will be documenting plants and animals for the City Nature Challenge
as we walk. Contact Patsy at engagement@bexaraudubon.org if you have
questions. Sign up here.
Crownridge Canyon State Natural Area
Sunday, May 1 | 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
Meet at Crownridge Canyon, 7222 Luskey Blvd, San Antonio, TX 78256, to look
for birds and we'll also make observations in iNaturalist for the City Nature
Challenge. Bring water. The walk will be limited to 15 people, including the
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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leader. Sign up here. Contact Sherie at outings@bexaraudubon.org if you have
Past Issues
questions.
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Welcome New BAS Members!
Julie Beever
Rheda Boardman
Christopher Corbin
Paula Johnson
Barbara Jones
Laurence Morrell
Catherine Perz
Marc Raskinski
Nancy Thoss
Paton White

Thank You BAS Donors!
Britt Coleman
Christopher Corbin
Patricia Klimas
Joan Miller
Debra Waters
Emilia Westney

Texas Women in Conservation Luncheon
April 19 at the Witte Museum

The Texas Women in Conservation Luncheon featuring the 2022 Terry
Hershey Awards will be held in San Antonio on Tuesday, April 19 at the
Witte Museum. This year's outstanding honorees include Betty Bueché and
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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Jeanette
Honermann. Individual tickets will be available in March. Read
Past Issues
more.
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Sign up for Bird Conservation Surveys
in Wilson County!

Join a great group of birders (Creech Prairie photo from Nov. 2021 survey)

Creech Prairie
The Creech family is looking for volunteers to help with a survey at the Creech
Prairie near Floresville on Saturday, March 12 from 8:00 to 10:00 AM. To get to
the Creech property, enter this address into Google Maps or similar navigation
programs: 1467 County Road 401, Floresville, TX 78114. Melinda Creech Says:
“Google Maps often takes people to our next door neighbor. Just look for the big
blue barn near the road to confirm you are at the right place.”
Please contact Bexar Audubon Education-Engagement Chair Patsy Inglet for
questions and to volunteer your time: engagement@bexaraudubon.org

Kirchoff Prairie
Don Kirchoff of Kirchoff Prairie Restoration is conducting BirdBioblitz surveys
on his property in Wilson County and you can help:
Sunday, April 24, 7:45 AM to Noon
The 200-acres site has been divided into 4 sections. Experienced surveyors and
inexperienced surveyors who are learning so they can take over this job will be

https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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assigned to
each section. We will survey for two hours, collect the data in eBird,
Past Issues
and share our checklists with KirchoffPRS.
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Please SAVE THE DATE. If you are interested and/or know another birder who
might be interested in birding this beautiful prairie property in Wilson County,
invite them to come, too.
Please contact Bexar Audubon Education-Engagement Chair Patsy Inglet for
questions and to volunteer your time: engagement@bexaraudubon.org
Dress for the field and the weather and bring your binoculars and water. Light
lunch and snacks provided.
Directions to Kirchoff Prairie Restoration Site (the drive is a little over 1 hour
from central San Antonio). Google Maps will take you to the gate. Come
through and park where directed. Call 210/867-7507 if you need further
instructions.

How You Can Help Birds Migrate Safely

From the type of coffee you buy to the type of plants you include in your
landscape, you can make an impact on the well-being of migratory birds this
spring. Our Lights Out message is Dim Your Lights for Birds at Night, which
means you should turn off your exterior lights during peak migration nights.
Learn more by reading Twelve Tips To Help Migratory Birds On Their Way
from the American Bird Conservancy. Find BirdCast real-time bird
migration analysis maps here.
Bay-breasted Warbler photo: MDF, Wikipedia.

Vote May 7th in City Bond Election to Help
i h ll
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d b
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After weeks of working diligently by attending community meetings, writing
city officials, and communicating the urgency of the matter to Bexar
Audubon members and others, BAS leadership is pleased to announce that
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center (MLAC) was added to the San Antonio’s
2022 -2027 Bond Program Parks & Recreation projects list with $6 million
allocated for improvements. MLAC Director Sara Beesley said, “My top
priorities are redesigning the roads around the basins and polders to be
accessible in all weather conditions (while remaining pervious to avoid
flooding or pooling), the expanded education pavilion next to the existing
pavilion, and expanded parking lot.” Please vote in the May 7th bond
election to help ensure that MLAC has the funds for these much-needed
improvements. Read more about the 2022-2027 Bond Program here.

City Nature Challenge April 29 - May 2

Join Texas Parks and Wildlife, Texas Master Naturalists, the Nature
Conservancy, the Audubon Society, and many others in a fun challenge to
see which city can document the most species during April 29 - May 2. It is
easy to participate by joining an event or making observations on your own
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3
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using the iNaturalist app. With the iNaturalist app, you just take a picture of
Past Issues
a plant or animal, and the community will help identify which species it is.
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Any observation in the greater metropolitan area of San Antonio will count
during the four-day challenge. You can participate by exploring the life in
your backyard, in your local park, or on a field trip with your local naturalist
group. You can also help with IDs for other people's observations to
increase our species count, come to a bioblitz, or even hold your own event!
Click here to join the City Nature Challenge for our area. Sign up for the
iNat Workshop & BioBlitz on April 2 (see article in this newsletter) if you
want to learn the best ways to use iNaturalist. For answers to your
questions or for more information, email tracker@tpwd.texas.gov. If you’re
new to iNaturalist, learn more with the iNaturalist Getting Started Guide.

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

Spring Seasonal Hours
(February 15 - June 10)
Tuesday through Sunday, 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Entrance gate closes 60 minutes before close.
Closed on major and/or Federal holidays
Monthly Birding Tours
Pre-register online at MLAC website
Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM (except for the 5th Sunday)
FREE for members | $10 for Non-members
Register Here
Find more events here, including Spring Break Week activities.

BAS C ll f
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Bexar Audubon Society (BAS) needs your time and talents!

Share your love of birds with others willing to lend a hand.
Educators/Birders with Spanish Language Skills for teaching and
translating
Committee members to help our hard-working Committee Chairs
Board members with new ideas and organizational skills
To Volunteer, contact BAS President Britt Coleman:
BASPres@bexaraudubon.org

Shop on Smile.Amazon.com to Support BAS

Support Bexar Audubon by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to our organization when you choose Bexar Audubon as your charity of
choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.

San Antonio Area Birding Info
https://mailchi.mp/4084f45211f1/birds-conservation-field-trips-and-more-6191013?e=31796636a3

16/19

7/1/22, 8:18 AM

Subscribe

Your March/April BAS newsletter: Birds, conservation, online programs, and more!

Past Issues

Translate

Bexar Audubon Society
Cibolo Nature Center
Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
San Antonio Audubon Society
San Antonio Ecotourism
Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary
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JOIN US!

Join our mailing list here to receive updates of local activities. You
do not have to be a member and we will never share your
information.

Membership
To join or renew your membership, please visit the membership
page on our website.

Bexar Audubon Society Board of Directors
President: Britt Coleman
Vice President: Greg Pasztor
Secretary: Ken Butler
Treasurer: Fred Loxsom
Members at Large: Jewell Cozort, Patsy Inglet,
Steven Mitchell

Committees

Education & Engagement: Patsy Inglet
Conservation & Advocacy: Britt Coleman
Programs: Becca Taylor
Outings: Sherie Gee
Communications: Greg Pasztor
Newsletter & Website: Lora Reynolds
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Membership: Michael Shaw
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Email us at info@bexaraudubon.org.
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